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THE PACIFIST 


AND THE BIBLE | By Leslie Rumble, M.S.C. 


PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS UNDER FIRE 


REPLY TO ROBERT GORDIS | ee & Seden, Fy 


COURTS VS. LAW By Aidan M. Carr, O.F.M.Conv. 





THEOLOGY AT JACOB’S WELL | By Dom Ernest Graf, O.S.B. 








A PARTIAL LIST OF ‘FAIR SHARE’* CAPITAL FUND 
CAMPAIGNS DIRECTED BY THOMAS RICHARD 
FINN AND ASSOCIATES SINCE FEBRUARY, 1959 


Goal Obtained 
NEW CHURCH 


St. Elizabeth’s Parish, Kansas City, Missouri $ 375,000 $ 435,100 
St. Anthony’s Parish, Casa Grande, Arizona 125,000 183,000 
Christ the King Parish, Omaha, Nebraska 300,000 488,014 


NEW SCHOOL 


Visitation Parish, Kansas City, Missouri 375,000 502,000 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Laredo, Texas 100,000 113,500 
St. Patrick’s Parish, Fremont, Nebraska 225,000 304,873 
St. Xavier Parish, Junction City, Kansas 250,000 270,000 
St. Joseph’s Parish, Holbrook, Massachusetts 300,000 325,000 


St. Anthony’s Parish, Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
(and Convent) 175,000 208,207 


St. Mary’s Parish, Lancaster, Ohio 500,000 725,000 


HIGH SCHOOL 


Sacred Heart Parish, Massena, New York 350,000 480,000 
(and Grade School Addition) 


St. Mary’s Parish, Massena, New York 200,000 240,000 
(and Grade School Addition) 


City Parishes of Greater Dayton, Ohio 3,000,000 4,971,600 


BUILDING FUND AND DEBT LIQUIDATION 
St. Catherine’s Parish, Kansas City, Missouri 175,000 271,690 
(and New Convent) 


Christ the King Parish, Kansas City, Missouri 225,000 325,000 
(Debt Liquidation Only) 


St. Peter’s Parish, Laredo, Texas 75,000 81,000 
(New Rectory) 


St. John’s Parish, Plattsburgh, New York 350,000 369,000 
(Debt Liquidation only) 


St. Matthew’s Parish, Topeka, Kansas 125,000 150,000 
CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES FAIR SHARE 


314 East 51st Street 

Kansas City 12, Missouri 

Telephone: PlLaza 3-4155 AND ASSOCIATES 
*Registered U. $. Pot. Off 


*Trademark Registered—Canada 
*Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
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Ready Made Priest Cassocks 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Cassocks — 
for the Clergy and Seminarian 
Our Ready Made Cassocks are available in sizes as listed in the 
chart below. We do not make alterations. Ready Made Cassocks 
are sold subject to your approval and may be returned within five 
days if you are not satisfied. 

Panama-Visco-Acetate Material 65% Dacron — 35% Visco- 
Crease resistant, light weight, Acetate Material 
durable, has the appearance of Light weight, good quality, 
fine woolens. Guaranteed fast wrinkle resistant, stain repellent. 












































dye. Guaranteed fast dye. 
Roman or —e or 
Semi-Jesuit emi-Jesuit 
Style Cassock .. $25.00 Style Cassock .. .$32.50 
Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock 
is additional. is additional. 


No. 4B-17 Tie-on-Sash $3.25 ea. No. 4B-16 Snap-on-Sash $4.50 ea. 


16 SIZES LISTED BELOW IN SEMI-JESUIT OR ROMAN STYLE 
(either material.) 
When ordering please specify style and number desired. 








Back Chest Collar Sleeve 

No. Meas. Meas. Size Length 
B5638 56 in. 38 in. 15 in. 32 in. 
B5640 56 in. 40 in. 15% in. 32 in. 
B5642 56 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. 
B5644 56 in. 44 in. 1614 in. 32 in. 

B5838 58 in. 38 in. 15 in. 321 in. 







































1514 in. 32 in. 

16 in. 32 in. 

16)4 in. 32) in. 

1714 in. 32 in. 

15 in. 33) in. 

154 in. 33 in. 

16 in. 33 in. 

16% in. 331 in. 

44 in. 331% in. No. 4B Semi-Jesuit Style No. 4B Roman Style 
1614 i 34 in. Ready Made Cassock Ready Made Cassock 

2 in. _34 in. $25.00 — $32.50 $25.00 — $32.50 





Alter Boys \OMPLETE OUTFITS 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 

Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 
(A) No. B11. Buttonless (B) No. B10. Back View (C) No. B10. Front View 
Belt-On Altar Boy Cas- —Roman Style Altar Boy of Button-On-Style Altar 
sock has hook-and-eye Cassock patented remov- Boy Cassock. Cape and 


collar and belt front. able toggle buttons. Sash additional. 

Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct 

Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of 
Cassock Measurement No. B10, Ea. No. Bll, Ea. No. Bi2, Ea. Surplice 
8 Yrs. 40 in. $7.75 « e145 $8.25 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42in. nw 8.25 Sx 8.25 8.75 20 in. 
10 Yrs. 44in. —%S 8.75 = 8.75 9.25 20 in. 
11 Yrs. 46in. S52 9.00 SZ 9.00 9.50 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48in. £8 9.50 sO 9.50 10.00 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50in. 32 10.50 ES 10.50 11.00 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52in. SB 10.75 3@ 10.75 11.25 22 in. 
15 Yrs. 54in. S@ 11.25 BS 11.25 11.7 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 56in. 68 11.75 Qe 11.75 12.25 24 in. 
17 Yrs. 58in. Ba 12.25 ~oe 12.25 12.75 24 in. 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 13.00 SS 13.00 13.50 26 in. 
19 Yrs. 62 in. 13.75 "© 13.75 14.25 26 in. 


For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 
Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering 





(D) No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine wearing 
Marquisette with lace. Made extra full. Length 


Pe LN SO eee ree $4.50 
No. B70. Same as No. B71 but without lace. 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ............. $3.50 


(E) No. B60. Altar Boy Surplice. Light weight 
cotton material. Sanforized. Made extra = 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each .... . $3.2 

No. B61. Same as No. BGO but with lace. Mase 
extra full. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ....$4.25 
(F) No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice. San- 
forized. Rubrical banding in all church colors, 
made extra full. Specify color banding desired 
when ordering. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each $5.75 
Size 26 inch 50¢ additional 


WIRES eg HANSEN | we B. HANSEN & SONS 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 























Americas Finest VASSOUKS 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance 
There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measurements 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN Cassock. 
Prices start at $79.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement blank. 







(A) The simplicity of the lines of 
Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 
sock is highly recommended. 


(B) The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock 
has a convenient buttonless front, 
Roman form fitting back. 


(C) A Clerical Cloak is more 
distinctive than an overcoat when 
worn over a cassock. Tailored in 
either Gabardine or Kersey with 
velvet collar or collar of same ma- 
terial. Made with or without arm- 
slits. 

(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in 
the Pulpit and at commencement 
exercises, banquets and receptions. 
Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- 
erend Monsignori, black for Very 
Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. 

eee 












































No. A969 

All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light 
weight. For year round wear. 

No. A990 

All-Wool Worsted Cloth. Medium 
weight. Wrinkle resistant. 

No. A955 
Tropical 
material. 
No. A938 
All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy 
weight. Long wearing. 

No. A558 

All-Wool French Surah cloth. 
Lightweight. Wrinkle resistant. 
No. A758 

All-Wool Imported Gabardine 
from Switzerland. Lightweight. 
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all wool lightweight 
Ideal for warm weather. 
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Jb Mouse o£ HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $79.50 


Telephone 


(E) The Purple Roman Cloak is 
tailored of purple light weight ma- 
terial. Piping of gold metal cord for 
Bishops, red metal cord for Do- 
mestic Prelates. 


(F) The House Cassock has Cape 
attached and additional half sleeves. 
Trimmed with red or purple piping 
and buttons according to rank of 
Prelate. 


(G) The Choir Cassock without 
train is worn by Bishops and Mon- 
signori. Illustrated with Mozetta 
and Rochet as worn by a Bishop. 


(H) The Cappa Magna, worn bya 
Bishop, is illustrated with fur Cape 
and lace Rochet. Fur Cape available 
in Ermine or Coney. 

eeee 
No. A956 
Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Light 
weight. Dressy and durable. 
No. A951 
Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. Ideal 
for summer and travel. 
No. A911 
All-Wool Imported Serge Cloth 
from France. Light weight. 
No. A987 
All-Wool Imported Panama Cloth 
from Belgium. Light weight. 
No. A946 
Imported Silk-Warp Henrietta 
Cloth from Switzerland. The finest. 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


FRanklin 2-8750 


te 





Imported Select Quality Pure Irish Linen 


Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 


Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, 
including side drops, and finished width including front 
drop. Made to order only and are not returnable. Two 
inch hem on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum 
width 32 inches including front drop. 














(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, eyelet 
Cross design, per yard....... $4.00 
(B) No. F15 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 


ered medium weight linen, Cross 


design, per yard............ errr. pe eeeeeeees $21.00 
(C) No. F9 Altar Cloth. Embroid- No- F502 Surplice to a oe 


ered medium weight linen, Cross 
design, per yard. ... 2.6.02. $ 6.00 


(D) No. F8 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 


ered medium weight linen, IHS de- _ for traveling purposes...... $14.00 
sign, per ry $4.75 No. F850 Surplice. Plain non-wrink- 
(E) No. F6* Altar Cloth. Medium ling sheer celanese ......... $8.25 


weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 
2 arr $3.75 
No. F5* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 


ROOM IEOE cp xcisanncawnes $31.50 
linen, hemstitched without lace, per No. F900 Alb to match Surplice. 
ree $3.25 Light weight linen top ..... $25.50 
iwo. F4* Altar Cloth. Medium weight a) Ff F2* 


linen, without lace or hemstitching, 
reas 2° $3.00 


1° Two “de Amice ......$1.65 $17.95 $1.70 $18.55] 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and ——. men 2 en 
front. One inch hem on back. Porifcator... .65 6.60 .70 7.20 
(F) No. F601 Alb. Light weight  Pall.. ... 65 660 .70 7.20 


linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 


ered with IHS design ...... $21.75 ‘Stole Collar.. .35 3.60 .40 4.20 
No. F601 Surplice to match Alb. Fi PlainHem *F2 Hemstitched 
RA re i eee eee $24.50 


(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 


; : : 2 ~ (M) 36 inches wide 

a with 6-inch bands of heavy No FO* Light weight, yd. ...... $1.19 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion. No. F8** Medium weight, yd. .... 1.47 
-tibheh eens es ereheecesen $19.25 No. F4** Heavy weight, yd. ..... 1.69 
No. F503 Alb, as above, with lace at No. F2* Handkerchief wt. yd... 1.70 
b l 16.75 * For light weight Albs and Surplices 
ottom only .....  Sepaedaalbdde $ ° ** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, Priest 
No. F503 Lace Surplice to —_ Alb. Albs and Surplices. 

er ee eae ey ee 13.25 

No. F 504 Alb, as above, with in- 

SECO Oe $16.75 

No. F504 Surplice to match Alb. 

SOP? eG GN See $13.75 


(H) No. F509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross. IHS and Grape design 


(1) No. F502 Alb. Light weight 
linen, cross design embroidered 
banding. Guaranteed fast colors _G 
Red, Green, Black, Purple and Yel- 
low. Please state color desired. 

















































(J) No. F925 Surplice. Embroidered 
non-wrinkling sheer celanese. Ideal 


(K) No. F900 Surplice. Fine quality 
lace, embroidered with IHS and 


Each Per Dz. Each Per Dz. 


Finger Towel .50 4.80 .55 5.40 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


Get Ged Rei Qe 





CES vnitcsecads-anuwee $34.50 
No. F509 Surplice to match Alb. 
pi aceligeneti ilps ora CSE. $45.00 : 
No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight c 
linen (Not illustrated) ....$15.00 


Surplice to match.......... 


Ihe Kiause o£ HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 






D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 





BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


A combination of skilled handwork with materials of unusual beauty 
explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vestments are recognized as the Stand- 
ard of Excellence. These American made vestments vie in artistic achieve- 
ment with importations and are attractively priced. Inquiries regarding 
your vestment requirements are invited. 


(A) No. Y6655. Angel Wing design 
Damask material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Cross design banding. Embroid- 
ered IHS or AXPO emblem. 


Unlined Lined 


Roman Chasuble ..... $41.50 $47.00 
Roman Come ........ 52.50 63.60 
Roman Dalmatics .... 83.50 94.50 
Benediction Veil ..... 22.75 27.50 
Preaching Stole ..... LINED ONLY 9.50 
Gothic Chasuble ..... 54.75 62.50 
Gottic Cope ........ 57.50 67.50 
Gothic Dalmatics .... 96.00 108.00 


(B) No. ¥6305. Crucifixion design Cela- 
nese material, in all Church colors. 
Ni Woven Cross and Wheat design band- 

. 2 ing. IHS or AXPO emblem. 





Unlined Lined Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble. . $47.50 $53.00 Gothic Chasuble .. . $64.00 $73.50 
Roman Cope ..... 65.00 76.75 Gothic Cope ...... 69.00 78.75 


Roman Dalmatics . 99.75 114.50 Gothic Dalmatics . . 116.00 129.75 
Benediction Veil .. 25.50 31.00 Preaching Stole. .LINED ONLY 11.00 


(C) No. ¥6340. Large Cross design Damask material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Chalice design banding. IHS or AXPO emblem. 





Unlined Lined Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble. . $49.75 $54.50 Gothic Chasuble .. . $64.75 $75.25 
Roman Cope ..... 65.25 76.25 Gothic Cope ...... 68.50 78.75 


Roman Dalmatics . 111.00 124.00 Gothic Dalmatics . . 123.00 134.75 
Benediction Veil .. 27.00 32.25 Preaching Stole. .LINED ONLY 12.25 





READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL SUITS 


No. 5A700 All Wool Tropical, medium weight, excellent wearing quality, ready to 





wear tailored black Clerical Suits. (Coat and Trousers)...............++. $52.50 
J Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical Suits: 
WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 
BACK LENGTH OF YOUR INSEAM LENGTH OF TROUSERS 
PRESENT SUIT COAT 
Available in seventeen sizes which assures a good fitting suit for the average man. 
We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Suits. If the Suit is not satis- 
factory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 
K READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL TOPCOATS 
' No. 5A701 Topcoats are made of a good quality all wool black medium weight, rich 
appearing, Gabardine with zip-out all wool lining......................- $75.00 
Available in all regular sizes. Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical 
Topcoats: WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 


We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Topcoats. If for any reason 

the Topcoat is not satisfactory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 
No. 5A700 HAND TAILORED BLACK CLERICAL SUITS AND TOPCOATS 

For years we have been headquarters for custom made, hand tailored black Clerical Suits, Topcoats and 


Overcoats, to individual measurements. We use only the finest quality, all wool fabrics. A complete set 
of samples and easy self-measurement form will be sent upon request. 


VL) HANSEN Fi D. B: HANSEN & SONS 





23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 








(CCoMMUNICATIONS FROM Our Reapers 





Reply to Dr. Corbett’s 
“The Sagging Pulpit’’ 


EpITor: 

The article in the June, 1959, issue of 
HPR on “The Sagging Pulpit” has come 
under the scrutiny of diocesan priests. 
Ex professo it is written for them. We 
shall endure the censure. 

Discount the opening complimentary 
paragraphs under the classic principle, 
timeo Daneos et dona ferentes; the et 
is proprietary. Alexander Pope speaks 
of “damning with faint praise.” He 
also says “they flatter and then they 
despise.” The kernel of the article is 
the egocentric condemnatory judgment 
on diocesan clergy and invidious com- 
parisons with religious orders. Your 
article says: “I should say at the outset 
that members of religious orders are 
generally better trained in homiletics 
than diocesan priests.” The placebo 
that follows “and I should also point 
out that in the last five years or so some 
of the diocesan seminaries have been 
devoting more serious attention to 
homiletics than they ever did in the 
past” may be dismissed with n’importe. 
Rather a poor appreciation of diocesans 
who have surpassed your allotted span 
of five years! This would include the 
diocesans of your youth and young 
manhood. The Scholastics were wiser: 
odiosa sunt restringenda, favores autem 
ampliendae. Psychologists would as- 
sign mental immaturity as the etiology 
of your quotation. 

It may be urged that the pews have 
a right to invade the sanctuary. This 


1070 


would revive the invidious investitures 
of the past. Henry IV arrogated sym- 
pathy to himself penitently standing in 
the snows at Canossa (1084 ap). Pro- 
fane history condemns the adament 
Hildebrand, Pope Gregory VII. The 
true historian sees Henry laughing up 
his sleeve during his very short visits 
on the snow and lauds the Pope for his 
inflexible and successful determination 
that lay power be forced to a hands-off 
policy in the appointment and disci- 
pline of the clergy. Secularism locked 
Archbishop Hughes out of his Cathe- 
dral in New York in 1842. 

Canon law provides for all discipline 
of the clergy. A bishop is constantly 
on the alert. He knows of services of 
the clergy. He can demand copies of 
their sermons at any time. Self-ap- 
pointed lay-popes are traditional. You 
say “nor do the seminarians take homi- 
letics any more seriously than the 
faculty.” So ill-informed! 

Lay scholars have always been the 
pride of the Church. Their services are 
deeply appreciated, sometimes honored, 
by her. Frederic Ozanam, telling his 
beads at the foot of the pulpit, was re- 
sponsible for more divina afflatus than 
the oratory of the great preachers Louis 
Bourdaloue, Bossuet, DeLamenais, etc. 
Rodriguez, assaulted by the devil as he 
opened Jesuit churches for Mass in the 
arly morning, accomplished more con- 
versions than the oratory of the fathers. 

Ample opportunity for service to the 
Church will be afforded Catholie lay 
scholars by the inimitable Pope John 

. 





New! for neater, 


smarter appearance 


IMMACULATA , 


SURPLICES | 
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FOR ALTAR BOYS 
AND SEMINARIANS 


MADE OF A SPECIAL ALL DACRON 
FABRIC THAT RESISTS SOILING 
AND WRINKLING 


Washes beautifully — a true drip-dry — no ironing! 








ALTAR BOY SEMINARIAN 
Age 8-16” Length | $5.00 | Small - 28” Length | $8.50 
10-18” “ 5.50 | Med. -30” “” 8.50 
12-20" “ 6.50 | Large-32” “ 9.50 
14-22” “ 6.50 
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THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


NOW...WITHIN 
REACH OF EVERY 
GROWING CHURCH! 


Magnificent New 


Americana 
Bells 
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by Schulmerich® 


Today, more than ever, 
pastors recognize the vital 
role bells play in helping 
a church to grow—to 
reach out and attract new 
members. So here’s good 
news! Schulmerich now 
makes it inexpensive and 
practical for your church 
... regardless of size... 
to have the unbelievably 
beautiful AMERICANA 
Bells...the greatest 
advance in carillon music 
since the bell itself! 
Richer! More inspiring! 
An ideal donor’s gift. 
Any make carillon accepted 
in trade. Ask for thrilling 


free demonstration. 


SCHULMERICH 
CARILLONS, INC. 


1699 CARILLON HILL + SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
@Trademark of Bell instruments produced by Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 


World’s most 
honored 
name in 

Carillons, 
Bells, 
Chimes 








XXIII in the forthcoming Ecumenical 
Council. Last Summer, as chaplain to 
the Legion of Mary Air Pilgrimage, I 
visited Europe. I shall always remem- 
ber my visit to the Sorbonne, the Uni- 
versity of Paris, where—after breaking 
down the indifference of lay professors 
and students—we had an impact to 
elicit respect and admiration for the 
Catholie glories of France. The con- 
ferences were in French. They did not 
find the diocesans dull. Naturally, lay 
scholars invited to the Ecumenical 
Council must be ready in Latin and in 
the languages of those who are just as 
good as we are. 

Recommended emulation of Billy 
Graham is untenable. The Council of 
Trent declares Protestantism intrinsice 
et extrinsice malum. Everything about 
it doctrinally is condemned. Alexander 
Pope says: 


A little knowledge is a dangerous thing 
Drink deep or taste not the Pierian 
spring: 
There shallow draughts intoxicate the 
brain, 
And drinking largely sobers us again. 
(EK. on C. 15) 


A court reporter in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
once shorthanded the Sunday sermon 
and mailed back his copy to the priests. 
He did not hold them in public con- 
tumely. Better had he paid attention 
to the Gospel message. The Imitation 
of Christ says: “I had rather feel com- 
punction than know its definition.” 
Chaucer says of the preachers of his 
day: “They argued not, neither did 
they seold, they preached and _ con- 
science did the rest.” (Canterbur;' 
Tales) 

In caritate Christi, 

REV. P. W. Burke, Pastor 
St. Philip Neri Church 
Omaha 12, Nebraska 














Price is not the measure of good taste. Our 


staff, eminently qualified by background and 


experience, will make your wish of today be- 
come the reality of tomorrow. Whatever your 
budget, the services of our organization are 


at your disposal. 








PRIE DIEUS 


TIFFIN 
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QUALITY rrom 1874 


A complete line of church furniture 
— built by skilled craftsmen. 


The NINN 


Manufachuung Co. 


77 MELMORE STREET 
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TIFFIN, OHIO 


| Hear, O Priest! 


EDITOR: 

In the excellent letter by “A Con- 
fessor” which appeared in the July 
number of HPR, the following sentence 
is open to misunderstanding: ‘The 
validity of the absolution is in no way 
affected by the audibility of the words.” 
I presume that the writer means that 
the penitent need not hear the words of 
the form, for if the confessor does not 
hear them himself, apart from some 
such cause as his own hardness of hear- 
ing, an external noise, etc., the form of 
absolution is, if not invalid, at least 
doubtful. In other words, the form of 
any sacrament must be so pronounced 
as to be a sensible or audible utterance. 

I have known two cases in which a 
celebrant of High Mass, when chal- 
lenged later by the deacon that the 
form of consecration was not audible, 
declared that this was not necessary; 
one excused himself by saying that he 
| “formulated the words mentally.” 

Such a statement is really amazing. Of 

course, the words of consecration are to 

be pronounced secretly, but the cele- 

brant of Mass is obliged sub gravi to 
| pronounce them so as to hear them him- 
| self. If he is deaf or hard of hearing, 
or if some noise occurs at the time, the 
words must be objectively audible, cap- 
able, that is, of being heard in normal 
circumstances. Aptly does Lehmkuhl 
write: 


Nimis secreto verba proferre peri- 
culosius est, quam paulo altius. Qui 
enim ita submisse loquitur, ut ne se 
ipse quidem audire possit—secluso 
strepitu forte excitato—si de verbis 
consecrationis agitur, facile graviter 
peccat, eo quod consecrationem facile 
dubiam facit. (Ita recte S. Alph.n. 
414) Nam sacramenti forma sensibili 
et audibili modo omnino dici debet, 

| ut sit forma (II, 243). ; 
















WHEN DOES A PRIEST 
NEED LIFE INSURANCE? 


Whenever a priest has close 
relatives or a special institution 
in whose support he is 
interested, life insurance 

can help him. - 


For priests and for lay brothers 
in the teaching profession, life 
insurance represents one of the most 
secure savings plans available 

today. For example: A $1,000 
Ordinary Life policy with Ministers 
Life when taken at the age of 30, 
will, at age 60, have accumulated a 
cash value of $486 in addition to 
providing 30 years of insurance 
protection. 
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are a select risk and entitled to special low 
rates. Providing you have a good health record 
and are under age 45 a $5,000 policy can be issued 
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the coupon below to receive complete information... 
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Recently I had a discussion with a 
few priests who maintained that only 
the form of consecration need be heard 
by the celebrant of Mass, that secret 
prayers need not be heard by him. 
How can such a statement square with 
the clear rubric: “Quae vero secreto 
dicenda sunt, ita pronuntiet, ut ipsemet 
se audiat, et a circumstantibus non 
audiatur”? (Rub. gen. XVI, 2). This 
rubrie obliges sub levi. However, such 
a rubric does not apply to the recitation 
of the Divine Office, in which it suffices 
merely to articulate the words without 
hearing them. 


Those who hold with Scotus, de la 
Taille, and others that the introduction 
to the consecration, “Qui pridie quam 
pateretur,” ete., is necessary for a valid 
consecration, should logically hold that 
the audible pronunciation of this intro- 
duction is required sub gravi. (In The 
Clean Oblation I have maintained that 
this opinion has no intrinsic probability. 
[Chapter 17.]) 


Sincerely, 
MiucHAEL D. Forrest, M.S.C. 


Youngstown, Ohio 
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The Clergy 


Specially designed 


Regular weight all-wool black 
suits or tropical weight 55% 
Dacron and 45% wool blend. 
Appropriate for all ministerial 


occasions .. . tailored to give 
dignity and comfort to the 
wearer ... correctly styled to 
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CCS INCREASED INCOME 
CAMPAIGNS PAY Off! 


Three years ago CCS conducted a campaign in a New Jersey parish* 
to increase ordinary income. Weekly income prior to the campaign 
averaged $460 per week. 





Here is the Sunday income in the parish for four consecutive Sundays 
three years later: 


4/27/59 — $1587.35 


5/4/59 - 1786.97 
5/11/59 = 2115.85 
5/18/59 — 1655.38 


Present Average Weekly Income — $1786.38. 











This represents almost four times more average income for the parish 
over the last three years! ! AND there is no sign of a let-up! 





Here's another parish* on Long Island where CCS conducted an In- 
creased Income Campaign: 
Previous Income: $520.00 per week 
Last Sunday Collection: $1778.00 


(after two years) a aS 





Call CCS today: The fervent fund raising service for 
INCREASED INCOME or CAPITAL FUNDS! 


Remember — you can’t spell suCCeSs without CCS. 





*Names of parishes on request 


KH Community Counselling Service, Inc. 
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Empire State Building, New York 31, N. ¥., OXford $-1175 


Buffalo, N. Y.: 7601 Main St. PLaza 4867 St. Louis, Mo.: 3926 Lindell Bivd. JEfferson 5-2833 
Oklahoma City, Okla.: 4409 N.W. 45 St. Windsor 2-0678 Nutley, N. J.: 384 Franklin Ave. NOrth 1-1440 
(8 Chicago, Ill.: 55 £. Washington St. DEarborn 2-7009 Montreal, Can.: 6543 Boulevard St.-Laurent. CRescent 4-5596 
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By Leo J. Hertzel 
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The Pacifist 
and the Bible 


+ = ONE-TIME militaristic glori- 
fication of war as a good thing in itself 
has surely gone forever. One no longer 
thinks of the battlefield as ‘the breed- 
ing-ground of heroes, putting the stamp 
of nobility on nations with the courage 
to face it.” The scientific development 
of lethal weapons able to obliterate 
whole peoples at a vast distance has 
made war too much of a good thing for 
anyone to be enamored of it in these 
days. 

With all of us, therefore, militarism 
has given way to pacifism at least to 
the extent of declaring war in itself to 
be wholly undesirable, and of insisting 
that other means of settling their differ- 
ences must be found by the govern- 
ments of all countries. 


GROWTH OF PACIFISM 


Forty years ago a tentative form of 
pacifism was adopted by the League 
of Nations, which had been established 
after the First World War in the name 
of collective security. The idea was to 
enforce peace by the pooling of the 
power of all member nations to resist 
any aggressor. 

The Second World War, however, 
proved that an idle dream, and pacifism 


By LESLIE RUMBLE M.S.C., S.T.D. 








Father Rumble, convert, in turn pro- 
fessor of philosophy and of theology, 
and now—as for many years past—radio 
apologist and author in Sydney, Austra- 
lia, literally dwells in the midst of a 
philosophical, theological and_ biblical 
library of non-Catholic publications. His 
work has compelled him to keep up with 
the latest books and periodicals manifest- 
ing the ever-changing phases of thought 
among those whom he seeks to lead to 


the fullness of Revealed Truth. 





in an extreme form is becoming more 
and more widespread among the peo- 
ples of at least the democratic nations 
of the world. A just war under modern 
conditions is declared to be impossible. 
Under no circumstances at all, we are 
told, can it be morally lawful for any- 
one to participate in a war even of de- 
fense against an unjust aggressor. All 
citizens of all countries are obliged to 
become conscientious objectors, refus- 
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ing to take up arms, and relying instead 
on a policy of non-resistance for the 
preservation of peace. 

With the premises from which it is 
argued to such a conclusion we can all 
agree, whatever may have to be said 
of the conclusion itself. For war has 
ever been one of the great scourges of 
humanity. Among primitive savages 
it meant carnage without mercy; and it 
was not much better among the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, with all their cul- 
ture, for the devastation wrought by 
their military exploits made Vae Victis 
proverbial. Nothing in past history, 
however, can compare with the ca- 
lamity a full-scale and total war in this 
present scientific age would necessarily 
be. The Chureh has always prayed 
“a peste, fame et bello libera nos, 
Domine”: but the vision before him of 
all that modern war involves impelled 
Pope Pius XI to declare in 1930 that 
any nation so rash as to contemplate 
it would be guilty of monstrous homi- 
cide and almost certainly of suicide. 

There were not wanting Catholics 
who saw in these words of the Pope a 
condemnation of all war as intrinsically 
evil, participation in any war, even one 
of self-defense, being nothing less than 
co-operation in mass-murder. But 
they read more into his declaration 
than was really there. 

Disastrous—even unimaginably dis- 
astrous—though a war may be, Chris- 
tian moral principles say that there are 
circumstances in which a defending na- 
tion may regard it as the lesser of two 
evils, opposing violent resistance to vio- 
lent aggression; and that excludes the 
contentions of absolute pacifists. 


TRADITIONAL CATHOLIC 
PRINCIPLES 


That the traditional principles of 
Catholie theology in regard to war still 
hold good despite modern conditions 
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was made quite clear by Pope Pius XII. 

Those traditional principles are that 
it is morally lawful to engage in war 
provided there be a just and sufficiently 
serious reason; that all other means to 
secure redress have first been tried in 
vain; that the decision be made by the 
supreme national authority; that the 
resultant evils will not obviously be 
out of all proportion to those which 
would otherwise have to be endured; 
and that in the conducting of the war 
the lives and property of non-comba- 
tants are duly respected. 

In his Easter Message for 1954, while 
saying, “For our part, We will tire- 
lessly endeavor to bring about by 
means of international agreements the 
effective proscription and banishment 
of atomic, biological and chemical war- 
fare,” Pope Pius XII was careful to 
add: “always in subordination to the 
principle of legitimate self-defense.” 

Four years later, May 21, 1958, ad- 
dressing a convention of Italian women 
army-auxiliaries, he said: ‘No nation 
which wishes to provide for the security 
of its frontiers, as is its right and abso- 
lute duty, can be without an army pro- 
portionate to its needs, supplied with all 
indispensable material, ready and alert 
for the defense of the homeland should 
it be unjustly attacked.” 

It follows that if a government, as a 
last resort, declares military resistance 
against unjust aggression to be neces- 
sary for the nation’s security and very 
existence, individual soldiers rightfully 
regard the State’s right of self-defense 
as delegated to them in the fulfilment 
of their military duties. 

Against this Catholic doctrine strong 
protests are made by pacifists, above all 
by Quakers and like-minded Protes- 
tants, in the name of the teachings of 
Holy Scripture. They insist that, ac- 
cording to the Bible, war is intrinsically 
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evil and that no Christian can with a 
good conscience have any part: in it. 


BIBLICAL DEBATE 


It must be admitted that many bib- 
lical texts, taken at their face value, 
seem to provide overwhelming support 
for such contentions; so much so that 
any Catholie entering into public de- 
bate with pacifists before an ordinary 
audience of people utterly lacking in 
critical biblical scholarship must resign 
himself to the likelihood that the pop- 
ular verdict will be given against him. 
For the average man will think that to 
take the texts quoted other than liter- 
ally, to refuse to hold fast to exactly 
what they say, is not to explain them, 
but rather to explain them away and 
rob them of'any real significance. 

Unfortunately there is no way—such 
as by the swallowing of a few capsules 
before the debate begins—of providing 
such an audience with the background 
of knowledge necessary for an intelli- 
gent appreciation of the true sense of 
scriptural citations. Yet the Protestant 
biblical scholar, Dr. W. K. Lowther 
Clarke, remarks in the introduction to 
his Concise Bible Commentary (1952): 
“To understand the Bible thoroughly 
one needs an equipment of wide and 
varied knowledge compared with which 
that needed by, say, a Shakespearean 
scholar is modest!”’ 


PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION 


One thing is certain. Surface mean- 
ings are not enough. We have to keep 
asking ourselves what given biblical ex- 
pressions meant to those who originally 
heard them. 

Now to Semitic audiences of two 
thousand years ago and more, the liter- 
alness to which we today are accus- 
Symbolical 
and proverbial forms of speech pre- 
vailed—a fact ignored by those who 


tomed was quite foreign. 


seek literal legis!ation for our own times 
in isolated scriptural quotations. 

For example, extravagant expressions 
of which a literal application would 
mean a reductio ad absurdum are 
clearly symbolical. Thus, intending it 
literally, to bid a man, “If one takes 
thy coat, give him thy cloak also” 
(Matt., 5:40), would be to require him 
to deprive himself of all clothing in 
public, since the normal dress of the 
time consisted of two garments only, an 
outer coat and an inner cloak, or tunic! 

Equally symbolical was the admoni- 
tion, if struck on one cheek, to turn the 
other (Matt., 5:39); proof positive of 
that being afforded us by the fact that 
Christ Himself, during His trial, did not 
turn the other cheek when struck with 
a blow by the servant of the High Priest 
(John 18: 23). 

The same cautions are necessary in 
regard to the use of proverbial sayings. 
In all nations advice is often illustrated 
by extreme examples which are not 
strictly true as they stand, nor meant 
to be. It is not literally true that “well 
begun is half done,” nor that, if we 
“take care of the pence, the pounds will 
look after themselves.” 

Particularly in regard to the Sermon 
on the Mount one must pay close at- 
tention also to what Our Lord set out 
to do. He deliberately challenged ac- 
cepted standards, startling His hearers 
by demanding the apparently impos- 
sible in what St. Ambrose called the 
“naradoxes of Christ.” The goal He 
set before them was unattainable, and 
He knew it; but it was not impractical, 
for it served to create discontent with 
present low standards and enkindle as- 
pirations toward higher ones, luring 
them on to ever loftier ideals. The 
proverbial method, however, forbids in- 
terpreting such maxims literally as hard 
and fast rules. 

Our Lord was not concerned with giv- 
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ing a code containing detailed rules of 
behavior. His aim was to inculcate an 
inner spirit of sincerity and generosity, 
as opposed to the Pharisaic standards 
of external conformity to the letter of 
the law and to Rabbinical traditional 
conventions. 


NEED OF CHURCH-GUIDANCE 


It must also be noted that even apart 
from this preliminary background of 
general knowledge, the Catholic is 
bound to be talking at cross-purposes 
with those who think to solve all prob- 
lems by an appeal to isolated texts from 
the Bible alone. 

Individual passages of Scripture must 
be understood not only in the light of 
all the rest of its teachings, but also 
in that of the constant doctrine of the 
Church. 

Protestant scholars are beginning to 
realize this for themselves. Thus, in a 
recent Protestant symposium, Biblical 
Authority for Today (1951), pp. 141-2, 
we read: 


The fundamentalists deceive them- 

selves when they believe that they 

can tie themselves purely to the 

Word of God. . .When this occurs 

without reference to church doctrine, 

one frequently falls into a boundless 

-apriciousness. Any part of Scripture 

or a certain interpretation of a cer- 

tain text once accepted is proclaimed 
as the only norm with astounding 
obstinacy. 

Then, too, pacifists claim to be ex- 
pounding a law which they claim to 
have discovered in the pages of Holy 
Writ. But where laws are concerned, 
authentic interpretation by a duly 
qualified authority is necessary. Even 
where civil legislation is concerned men 
do a long course of legal studies at a 
university to qualify as lawyers, so that 
they may explain to untrained minds 
the real significance of this or that law, 
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and to what particular cases it would 
apply. It should not be a matter of 
surprise, then, if the true interpretation 
of divinely-revealed law is not at once 
evident to the average man and if he 
fails to find in isolated texts taken at 
their face value what Catholic theolo- 
gians and exegetes declare them to 
mean. 

All the considerations so far men- 
tioned to justify the assertion that, be- 
fore an audience of average people, es- 
pecially if they be non-Catholics, the 
debating advantages will rest with the 
pacifist who glibly quotes his series of 
biblical texts, rather than with a schol- 
arly Catholic opponent who relies on a 
scientific biblical knowledge and the 
traditional teachings of his Church. 

But let us turn now to Scripture 
itself. 


MISSION OF CHRIST 


Nowhere in the whole of the Bible 
from beginning to end is there any text 
which can rightly be interpreted as de- 
claring participation in a just war to be 
morally wrong. Indeed, that armed re- 
sistance and even aggression can be just 
is evident from the occasions in the Old 
Testament on which God Himself not 
only sanctioned but even commanded 
both defensive and punitive wars. 

Most. Christian pacifists, however, 
say that the Old Law was abrogated by 
the New Law, and that they base their 
‘ase on the New Testament and the 
spirit of the Gospels. 

No military campaigns, they say, 
were authorized by Christ, the Messiah, 
as they had been in ancient Jewish 
times. Also, did not the angels sing 
at His birth: “Peace on earth to men of 
good will’? Surely that meant that 
He, the Prince of Peace, would do away 
with all war and discord among the 
nations! . 

But a this-worldly view accounts for 
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such wishful thinking which quite mis- 
understands the mission of Christ and 
ignores actual facts. 


NOT AS A TEMPORAL KING 


Christ did not come as a temporal 
ruler, to establish a Utopia on earth. 
“My kingdom,” He said, “is not of this 
world” (John 18: 36). 

On one occasion, where the temporal 
an individual were in- 
volved, He simply ignored the issue and 
drew the attention of listeners to their 
higher eternal interests. A man had 
said to Him: “Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with me.” But Jesus replied: “Man, 
who hath appointed me judge or di- 
vider over you?” (Luke 12: 13-14). 
He did not say that the man’s claim 
was unjust. He merely declared the 
matter outside the scope of His mission, 
and one to be settled by other and or- 
dinary human means. 

So, too, He left the temporal admin- 
istration of earthly kingdoms to earthly 
rulers. Although He Himself gave no 
military commands, nowhere did He 
forbid earthly rulers to engage in wars 
which they deemed necessary for their 
country’s survival. In fact, He pre- 
dicted “wars and rumors of war’ (Matt. 
24: 6), warned His disciples that “in 
the world you shall have distress” 
(John 17: 33), and declared that His 
peace would not be ‘“‘as the world giveth 
peace” (John 14: 27). What Our Lord 
did promise was interior and spiritual 
peace to those of good will who would 
accept and practise His teachings, de- 
spite their still having to live in this 
troubled world. 

There was a remarkable similarity 
between the attitude of detachment on 
the part of Christ toward military af- 
fairs in this world, and that of His pre- 
cursor, St. John the Baptist. When 
soldiers came to John asking, “What 


concerns of 


. 


shall we do?”’, he told them: “Be con- 
tent with your pay” (Luke 3: 14). He 
did not denounce all warfare as neces- 
sarily wrong, telling them that they had 
to abandon their profession as soldiers. 
So, too, with Our Lord Himself. When 
the Jews asked Him to cure the cen- 
turion’s servant because the centurion, 
although not one of themselves, had 
built them a synagogue, He did so with- 
out making the slightest suggestion that 
he should abandon his military career 
as an evil thing (Luke 7: 5). 

He even chose analogies from earthly 
warfare in order to illustrate His higher 
teachings, treating it as quite a normal 
event incidental to the imperfections of 
this worldly existence given over to the 
administration of men. “What king,” 
He said, “about to make war upon an- 
other king, does not first think whether 
he be able with ten thousand to meet 
him that, with twenty thousand, com- 
eth against him?” (Luke 14: 31). Ac- 
cepting this as human prudence, He 
warns us to use similar prudence, an- 
ticipating the cost of taking up one’s 
cross in order to follow Him, and 
bravely facing the self-denial which our 
own personal sanctification will involve. 


“CHRIST WITH A BAYONET!” 


Confronted with this apparently de- 
tached attitude of Our Lord in regard 
to war, pacifists ask us whether we can 
picture Him grasping a bayonet drip- 
ping with blood, which He has just 
withdrawn from the body of some poor 
enemy victim. The appeal here, of 
course, is to imagination and sentiment; 
and it goes without saying that we can- 
not envisage any such thing. But this 
is not because participation in warfare 
is necessarily wrong. 

It is because Jesus, as our Redeemer 
came for the spiritual welfare of the 
souls of men, abstracting from their 
material and earthly pursuits. He was 
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interested in our eternal and heavenly 
destiny rather than in our worldly af- 
fairs. He came to teach us detachment 
from earthly concerns, although He 
never condemned a moderate and nec- 
essary attention to them. But for Him 
they were of secondary interest, and 
He bade us seek first the kingdom of 
God and His justice. We can no more 
imagine Him wielding a bayonet on a 
battlefield than we can imagine Him 
frequenting the Stock Exchange in 
order to try to amass an earthly for- 
tune. His kingdom might be in this 
world, but it was not to be of this 
world. And it is impossible to imagine 
Him absorbed by any of the affairs of 
this world. 

He did not, however, hesitate to wield 
a scourge in order to drive the money- 
changers from the Temple, protesting 
against their desecration of His Fa- 
ther’s house (John 2: 15). 


SERMON ON THE MOUNT 


We come now to the Sermon on the 
Mount which undoubtedly constitutes 
the most formidable aspect of the paci- 
fist’s biblical case against war. Here 
there seems indeed to be a clear break 
with Old Testament standards—stand- 
ards which Our Lord quotes expressly 
in order to refute them. 

Yet once again we must ask what 
purpose Our Lord had in mind through- 
out the whole of His discourse. That 
purpose was to explain the personal dis- 
positions which those individuals who 
wish to be His disciples must cultivate, 
and what their attitude must be in pri- 
vate relationships with their neighbors. 

In no way was He attacking the prin- 
ciple of justice, nor exempting persons 
in authority from the duties incumbent 
upon them by virtue of their official 
position. 

In family life parents retain their 
obligation to preserve good order in 
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their homes, to exact obedience from 
their children, and to correct their 
faults, punishing them when necessary. 

Civil authorities also are obliged to 
safeguard the welfare of the commu- 
nity, forbidding crimes within society 
and imposing appropriate penalties 
upon those guilty of them, and taking 
all measures essential for the State in 
order to protect it against unjust ag- 
gression by external enemies. 

Indeed, nowhere in the Sermon on 
the Mount is there any question of ad- 
vice or commands intended for public 
authorities in the exercise of their offi- 
cial duties; and not a single word in it 
ean rightly be quoted in regard to war, 
which is a conflict between nations and 
not a matter of personal relationships 
between individuals. 

It is in the light of all these consid- 
erations that each of Our Lord’s state- 
ments must be interpreted. 


*“PEACEMAKER” CONFUSED 
WITH “PACIFIST” 


It is true that Our Lord tells us to 
be “merciful” (Matt. 5: 7), to be sen- 
sitive to the distress of others, and to 
be willing to relieve their needs and al- 
leviate their sufferings. But it would 
not be mercy to stand by, watching a 
child flogged into a state of unconscious- 
ness by some brutal sadist; nor would it 
be merey for a State’s authorities to 
expose its citizens to the ravages of a 
merciless aggressor. It must not be 
overlooked that God declares the mer- 
ciful blessed because they “shall obtain 
mercy.” There is a threat there. God 
will have no pity on the pitiless. He is 
Love, yes; but love in defense of the 
weak can do grim things. War is 
dreadful to contemplate; but unre- 
strained and ruthless aggression is a 
more dreadful thing still. 

In the same way, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers” (Matt. 5: 9) does not 
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necessarily mean “Blessed are the paci- 
fists.” One can have peace personally 
by avoiding a dispute and leaving it 
to others to stand up for the right; but 
such a one is not a peacemaker. The 
true peacemaker often has to be a 
fighter, refusing to content himself with 
unjust conditions in this world as they 
are. 

Let us remember that He who said, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers,” said of 
Himself: “Do not think that I came to 
send peace upon earth: I came not to 
send peace, but the sword” (Matt. 10: 
34). The peace-at-any-price people, 
crying, “Peace, Peace, when there is no 
peace” (Jer. 8: 11), may quite well be 
enemies of real peacemaking. 


“RESIST NOT EVIL” 


Probably the most outstanding pas- 
sage which seems at first sight to favor 
pacifism—it is certainly the most fre- 
quently quoted—is that in which Christ 
told His listeners: “You have heard 
it said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for a tooth. But I say to you not to 
resist evil: but if one strike thee on 
thy right cheek, turn to him also the 
other” (Matt. 5: 38-9). Here again, 
however, a crude literalism will not pro- 
vide us with the true sense of Our 
Lord’s words. It is but another exam- 
ple of His efforts to impress general 
principles on His listeners without go- 
ing into detailed explanations and ap- 
plications. Opposing the teaching of 
the Pharisees that it is always right 
to exact an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth, He gives in a vivid axio- 
matie way the contrary teaching that 
our dispositions personally should be 
to endure wrongs not only with pa- 
tience, but even gladly. 

However mild our interior disposi- 
tions, we are nevertheless not dispensed 
from prudence in practice. It would 
certainly be wrong to observe the in- 


junction literally if doing so would bring 
contempt upon God or do harm to an- 
other person by encouraging him in sin- 
ful conduct, or cause evils to society 
itself. 

That Our Lord interpreted His own 
words as a figurative illustration of a 
general principle has already been men- 
tioned. When struck by the servant of 
the High Priest during His trial, He 
rebuked the striker (John 18: 23). St. 
Paul also, when Ananias the High Priest 
commanded that he should be struck 
on the mouth, did not “turn the other 
cheek,” but said to him: “God shall 
strike thee, thou whited wall” (Acts 23: 
3). St. Paul, of course, was there con- 
cerned with vindicating God’s honor 
rather than his own personal dignity. 

It is clear, then, that the axiom does 
not always apply in external practice. 
Above all, that a Christian should bear 
patiently injuries done to himself does 
not mean that he should not resist evil 
being done to others. An individual is 
free to practice heroic meekness and 
patience where his own rights are con- 
cerned if he so desires. But when smit- 
ten on one cheek, it must be his own 
cheek he turns to endure further in- 
juries, not somebody else’s. 

Nowhere does Christ teach that we 
must allow others to suffer unjustly. 
The father of a family may have the 
patience of Job in his own trials, but 
he has the duty to defend his wife and 
children from harm at the hands of 
others. Responsible leaders in civil so- 
ciety are obliged to see that the lives 
and property and welfare of the citi- 
zens are preserved from danger. St. 
Paul makes it clear that rulers “bear 
not the sword in vain,” and that they 
are God’s ministers and avengers “to 
execute wrath upon him that doth evil” 
(Romans 13: 14). And if, owing to the 


_evil designs of other nations, a country 


has no means of preserving its very 


1089 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


existence save my taking up arms, a 
Christian cannot exempt himself from 
military duties demanded of him, 
pleading as an excuse the axioms of 
personal and individual ethics given us 
in the Sermon on the Mount. 

The precept “Love your enemies: do 
good to them that hate you” (Matt. 5: 
44) falls within this same category of 
personal ethics. The military duties 
allotted to a soldier are not undertaken 
on his own responsibility, although he 
has the obligation to keep within the 
rules of legitimate warfare. But in his 
personal dispositions he has no need to 
be actuated by any hatred or vindic- 
tiveness. He must so love the persons 
of enemy soldiers that he will treat 
them with the respect due to them as 
soon as they cease to be active com- 
batants; and, above all, he will desire 
their spiritual and eternal good, making 
what provision he can for it. Again 
and again on the battlefield opportu- 
nities present themselves for sublime 
acts of charity toward enemy soldiers; 
and the record of such actions proves 
that soldiers who are Christians have 
not forgotten to love their enemies. 


“PUT AWAY THY SWORD” 


Leaving the Sermon on the Mount, 
we are reminded that Our Lord, at the 
time of His arrest, forbade St. Peter 
to resort to violent defensive measures, 
saying to him: “Put away thy sword 
into its place: for all that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword” 
(Matt. 26: 52). 

But from these words no conclusion 
of any kind can be drawn concerning 
the morality of war. The reason why 
Our Lord forbade St. Peter to use his 
sword was not because violent defense 
against unjust aggression is wrong in 
itself, but because He knew that the 
time had come according to His Fa- 
ther’s will when He should enter upon 
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His passion, and it was not right that 
St. Peter should seek to hinder God’s 
plan. Nor did He need such defense, 
for if He wished to escape the danger 
that threatened Him, He could easily 
have done so, being able to call “twelve 
legions of angels” to His aid. 

When He said, “All that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword,” He 
was merely asserting—as history con- 
firms—that it is the normal lot of men 
of violence and unjust aggression to 
meet with ultimate and deserved ret- 
ribution. That cannot be interpreted 
as a condemnation of the right to self- 
defense. That right was clearly implied 
in His words to Pilate: “If my king- 
dom were of this world, my servants 
would certainly fight that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews” (John 18: 
36). Were His intention to establish an 
varthly kingdom, then it would be nor- 
mal and right that they should do so. 

At'most we may conclude from Our 
Lord’s words to St. Peter that it is un- 
lawful and futile for us to attempt to 
spread Christianity by force, the 
Church, as the kingdom of heaven on 
arth, being not of the world. 





ST. PAUL’S TEACHING 


One other New Testament passage 
favored by pacifists should, perhaps, be 
mentioned. Writing to the Romans, St. 
Paul sets the ideal before them: “To 
no man rendering evil for evil. . .if it be 
possible, as much as is in you, have 
peace with all men. Revenge not your- 
selves. . .but give place to wrath, for it 
is written: Revenge is mine, I will re- 
pay, saith the Lord. . .Be not overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil by good” 
(Rom. 12: 17-21). 

They are words which, as a matter 
of fact, are wholly irrelevant to the 
question of military activities under- 
taken by States seeking redress of 
serious injuries. St. Paul is dealing 
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with the personal dispositions of indi- 
vidual Christians toward unfriendly or 
hostile people met with in the ordinary 
course of their daily lives, forbidding 
anger and vindictiveness, and inculcat- 
ing charity. 

At the time of writing, St. Paul was 
not so much as thinking of the rights 
and obligations of State authorities to 
suppress evils within the community 
and repel unjust aggression by external 
enemies. 


EARLY CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE 


We are sometimes told that in the 
primitive Christian Church all these 
passages that have been quoted from 
the New Testament were taken liter- 
ally, and that many of the early 
Christians as conscientious objectors to 
military service found themselves in 
trouble with the Roman authorities. 

We know from Eusebius, however, 
that many Christians did enroll in the 
Roman armies during the first three 
centuries. According to Harnack, the 
Protestant authority on the first ages of 
the Church, very few Christians became 
soldiers up to the time of Marcus Au- 
relius, 170 A.p., after which compromise 
began to set in, all scruples disappear- 
ing as soon as Christianity was recog- 
nized by the State under Constantine, 
who even inscribed the name of Christ 
on his military standards. 

The apparent change in the views of 
the early Christians," however, was not 
due merely to the altered relations be- 
tween the Church and the civil power; 
nor was previous reluctance to serve in 
the army based on conscientious objec- 
tions to a military occupation as such. 
A great deal of misunderstanding has 
arisen in this matter. 

Some early Christians renounced all 
secular interests and fled into the des- 
erts to live as hermits; but this arose 


from a _ thoroughgoing other-worldli- 


ness which was altogether too extreme 
to survive for very long. Objections to 
military service as such had nothing to 
do with it. 

Where such objections to serving in 
the army are recorded, the constantly 
recurring complaint is that, the State 
being profoundly pagan, the soldiers 
were compelled to associate themselves 
with pagan worship, offering sacrifice 
to the gods. Tertullian, therefore, in 
his De Corona, warns Christians against 
the dangers to their faith in a military 
career, and insists on their obligation 
to refuse the homage to the gods de- 
manded of them by superior officers. 
Nevertheless, in his Apologia, addressed 
to the Prefects of the Roman Provinces, 
he defends Christians against charges 
of disloyalty, segregation, and want of 
the spirit of true citizenship. Side by 
side with yourselves, he told them, we 
are sailors and soldiers, farmers and 
fellow businessmen. Navigamus et nos 
vobiscum, et militamus, et rusticamur, 
et mercamur. (Apol. c. 42). 

It is true that the thirteenth Canon 
of the Council of Nicea, 325 a.p., im- 
posed thirteen years of penance on 
those who, having abandoned the army, 
returned to it; but, as Hefele points out, 
this referred to those whe resigned be- 
cause pagan sacrifices were demanded 
of them, yet who returned for the sake 
of the pay, consenting to do homage to 
the gods. 


PATRISTIC DOCTRINE 


It was the above factor that accounts 
for any apparent hesitation on the part 
of the early Christian writers, a hesita- 
tion which disappeared as soon as such 
dangers to the faith became a thing of 
the past. 

The Fathers were not ignorant of 
Holy Scripture. They deduced from 
the precepts of justice and charity the 
obligation of those with authority in the 
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State to protect and defend the subjects 
they governed, an obligation which in 
certain circumstances could _ easily 
render war a grim necessity; and they 
stressed the duty of the governed to 
obey the decisions of lawful rulers. 
Nothing can be found in the earliest 
writers, such as Justin Martyr, Origen, 
Athenagoras and Tertullian, which nec- 
essarily implied general disapproval 
of a military career; and the fourth 
century found St. Augustine explicitly 
and authoritatively formulating the 
ethical principles which are valid to this 
day. If all war were wrong, he says, 
St. John the Baptist would not have 
told the soldiers who appealed to him to 
be content with their pay. Distinguish- 
ing clearly between just and unjust 
wars, St. Augustine refutes at great 
length the absolute pacifism of the 
Manichean heretics who held that war 
of any kind is sinful. 

Granted a just war, there is no room 
for conscientious objection on the part 
of Christian citizens. 


PAPAL TEACHING TODAY 


It is a long step from the fourth cen- 
tury to our own days, and conditions 
are not now so simple as they were 
then. 





We’re Sixty Years Old Next Mouth 


Yet, despite our vastly different 
epoch, and with full advertence to the 
possible horrors of a nuclear war as a 
result of scientific progress and effi- 
ciency, Pope Pius XII did not hesitate 
to say in his 1956 Christmas Message: 


It is clear that in the present cireum- 
stances there can be verified in a na- 
tion the situation wherein, every ef- 
fort to avoid war being expended in 
vain, war for effective self-defense 
and with the hope of a favorable out- 
come against unjust attack could be 
considered lawful. 

If, then, a body representative of 
the people and a government—both 
having been chosen by free elections 
—in a moment of extreme danger 
decide. .on defensive precautions 
and carry out the plans which they 
consider necessary, they do not act 
immorally. 

Therefore a Catholic citizen can- 
not invoke his own conscience in 
order to refuse to serve and fulfill 
those duties the law imposes. 


No words could more clearly declare 
that absolute pacifism is opposed to 
Catholie principles; and no truly Cath- 
olic mind could accept as sound the in- 
terpretation of any biblical passages 
which is in conflict with the living voice 
of the Church. 





lishing a magazine which is meant only for the Roman Catholic clergy of 


With the October, 1959, issue of HPR we begin our sixtieth year of pub- 


the English-speaking world. 


If we had to sum up in one word the most 


substantial satisfaction we have experienced, we should say, “Edification.”’ 
| Together with expressions of respect and gratitude, we extend again the 
| promise never to be self-satisfied and to be as vigorous as the vocation of 


those for whom we publish demands. 








1092 











Parochial Schools Under Fire 


Reply to Robert Gordis 


Blicsnee are used to attacks 
on their school systems from profes- 
sional critics like the editors of The 
New Age or Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Chureh and State. Often bitter and 
seldom objective, these agencies are at 
least predictable and to that extent 
less dangerous. You know where you 
stand with Glenn Archer, P.O.A.U. di- 
rector, when he says that “Clericalism 
is now present in America. A choice 
between clerical authoritarianism and 
Communistie totalitarianism is no 
choice at all for a world which desper- 
ately needs free minds and souls.” 


LATEST PAMPHLET FROM 
FUND FOR THE REPUBLIC 


Things are different when the serv- 
ices of a respected organization like 
the Fund for the Republic are used for 
the same purpose. Supported: by the 
Ford Foundation, the Fund is officially 
a non-profit educational corporation, 
established to promote the principles of 
individual liberty expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution. In practice, however, it 
has more than once been the unwitting 
tool for projecting a highly doctrinaire 
concept of libertarianism and state con- 
trol that even persons with no sym- 
pathy for the Catholie Church have 
criticized. 

The latest publication of the Fund 
for the Republic, Religion and _ the 


By JOHN A. HARDON, S.J. 








Father Hardon is Professor of Sacra- 
mental Theology at West Baden College 
in Indiana. He is author of Protestant 
Churches in America (Newman Press), 
now in its fourth printing in less than two 
years, and of the new All My Liberty, 
also published by Newman. 

One more article on the present sub- 
ject is to follow, the contents of which 
are described briefly at the end of this 
presentation. 





Schools, is more than a case in point. 
Published in May of this year, it has re- 
ceived national coverage and all the 
benefits of wide circulation at the dis- 
posal of a multi-million dollar founda- 
tion. There were four contributors to 
the study: Robert Gordis of the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary of America; 
William Gorman, former Associate Di- 
rector, Institute for Philosophical Re- 
search; F. Ernest Johnson of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches; and Robert 
Lekachman, professor at Barnard Col- 
lege of Columbia University. 

William Gorman argued a scholarly 
‘defense of government “aid,” as he 
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called it, for church-affiliated schools 
from the principle that “no price should 
be laid on religious liberty.” Johnson 
made a fair analysis of the place for 
parochial education in a_ pluralist 
society. Lekachman took the position 
of the village skeptic whose personal 
agnosticism still allows for exposure to 
religious values in the public school 
curriculum. But the most challenging 
contribution was Robert Gordis’ “Edu- 
cation for a Nation of Nations.” It 
synthesized with great clarity what I 
believe is a growing attitude toward 
Catholic and religious education in the 
United States. It therefore deserves 
more than passing attention on the 
premise that millions of Americans al- 
ready have these ideas and before long, 
thanks to the Fund for the Republic, 
many others will be converted to the 
same cause. Yet if Gordis’ principles 
ever became national policy, the Cath- 
olic school system would be destroyed 
by civil authority. 


SEPARATION OF CHURCH 
AND STATE 


Gordis lays the groundwork for his 
position by a shrewd appraisal of the 
First Amendment in its original con- 
text. He believes that “both the 
specific utterances and writings of the 
Founding Fathers and the general in- 
tellectual climate of eighteenth-century 
America, in which deism and _ skep- 
ticism were widespread and church- 
affiliation was at a low ebb, suggest 
that the words ‘Congress shall make no 
law respecting the establishment of 
religion’ must mean more than the pro- 
hibition of perferential aid to any one 
church.” Taking the personal bias of 
men like Jefferson and Franklin as the 
norm, Gordis concludes that the First 
Amendment even on historical grounds 
forbids government support of any 
organized religious enterprise. 
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But this is quite secondary to a more 
radical principle, drawn from legal 
positivism, which makes it irrelevant 
what meaning the Founding Fathers in- 
tended to give the First Amendment. 
What matters is the interpretation 
found in judiciary history, since “sup- 
plementary legislation by judges is not 
only inevitable but justifiable,” whether 
the law in question be a local statute or 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Here the field becomes open. Since 
the Supreme Court in certain decisions, 
like the MeCollum case, apparently fa- 
vored a theory of absolute separation of 
Church and State, the latest opinion 
should be taken as normative. Excep- 
tions in the general pattern to give free 
textbooks and bus transportation for 
parochial school children merely illus- 
trate a normal inconsistency in law and 
life; they are, if you will, “vestigial re- 
mains of an older order, which is to be 
allowed to wither away.” 


GORDIS TOLERATES SMALL 
DEVIATIONS FROM 
SECURALISTIC IDEALS 


Before examining the juridical sta- 
tus of Catholic schools, Gordis con- 
fesses there are three areas in which the 
government does—and to some extent 
may—deviate from the secularist ideal 
he advocates. 

1. Such practices as the opening of 
Congress with prayer, the swearing in of 
government officials on the Bible or its 
use in court oaths, and references to the 
Deity in Thanksgiving proclamations 
are “so slight in scope as not to con- 
stitute a major infraction of the prin- 
ciple of separation.” The trouble is 
that Gordis considers these practices 
illegal and, therefore, liable to with- 
drawal or suppression at the will of the 
State. 

2. “The establishment and support 
of chaplaincies in the armed forces and 
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in government prisons flow out of the 
recognition that men who are in service 
or behind bars have been forcibly re- 
moved from their usual environment by 
the state.” Hence, along with enter- 
tainment, the State may furnish a de- 
gree of religious ministration. Again a 
bare concession which scarcely touches 
most people and says only that the gov- 
ernment might replace what soldiers 
and prisoners enjoyed while at liberty 
in civilian society. 

3. “Tax exemption for houses of wor- 
ship and religious schools presupposes a 
recognition of the beneficial character of 
religion in the life of the citizenry,” and 
may therefore be permitted. Sub- 
stantially generous, this deviation from 
the ideal is less concessive than it 
Catholic institutions of learn- 
ing consider themselves entitled to tax- 
exemption not primarily for the bless- 
ings that religion confers on the people, 
but for the service they render to so- 
ciety in preparing intelligent, self- 
reliant and devoted subjects of the 
State. Viewed in the first light, tax 
exemption appears as a violation, albeit 
tolerable, of the principle of Church and 
State separation; in the second it be- 
comes a right in commutative justice 
demanded by the natural law. 


seems. 


PRIORITY OF THE STATE 
IN EDUCATION 


Gordis is unalterably opposed to any 
subsidy from the government to paro- 
chial schools, and superficially this 
seems to be one of his main preoccupa- 


tions. But his real concern runs more 
deeply. Through pages of closely- 


reasoned logic he defends the proposi- 
tion that parents do not have prior 
right in the education of their children. 
They “share” this right with the civil 
authority and, in practice, must defer 
to the political power. 

“The assumption,” he says, “of a 


. 


primal and prior right to the parents in 
regard to education seems highly ques- 
tionable on two grounds: the order of 
the alleged priorities and, consequently, 
the nature of the relationships involved. 
It is obvious that man is not merely a 
biological creature but a social being, 
and it is this second characteristic which 
sets him apart from the lower animals.” 
If we must speak of priority in educa- 
tion, it belongs to the State whose func- 
tion is to develop the social side of 
man’s nature. Parents are left the bio- 
logical nurture of their offspring, with 
corresponding rights in the limited area 
of private and domestic interests. 

How does formal pedagogy fit into 
this picture? In Gordis’ philosophy “it 
may well be denied that the school is 
merely a surrogate (or deputee) for the 
parent, for its functions are both more 
and less extensive than the parental 
obligation.” They are less because cer- 
tain elements like religious doctrine and 
standards of personal conduct properly 
belong to the home and the church. 
“They are more, because the school is 
concerned with the transmission of 
group values which society regards as 
essential for its survival and unity and 
which are not the primary concern of 
the parent.” 


POLITICAL DESPOTISM 
SUAVELY PROPOSED 


It would be hard to find a more 
radical statement of political despot- 
ism in all the writings of Hitler and 
Marx. Everything which affects the 
social order—marriage and public re- 
lations, principles of justice and social 
morality—belong to the State. And the 
school under civil authority, not the 
parents, has a duty to form the children 
according to government standards. 

Part of the logic behind this inver- 
sion of authority is an ill-disguised fear 
that if the child is too responsive to 


1095 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


parental (or ecclesiastical) care, it may 
not develop the right sense of initiative 
and self-determination. While both 
parents and society must recognize the 
child as an independent personality, the 
prior task of cultivating this autonomy 
belongs to the community. Although 
“procreated by the parents,” the child 
is “nurtured by society.” Therefore 
“safeguarding the child’s individuality 
and affording him the opportunity for 
free self-development constitute ethical 
imperatives of the highest order, of 
which a free society must always be 
aware.” 

Here we have a new system of public 
morality. Whatever may be said of 
other societies, the American nation is 
built on a theory of maximal liberty 
and deliverance from wooden ortho- 
doxies. Who can be trusted to foster 
this spirit of free enterprise? The par- 
ents with their domestic loyalties and 
sectarian interests, or the State whose 
very existence depends on giving the 
greatest possible freedom to the largest 
number of people? The answer is 
rhetorical. 


INFERIORITY OF PAROCHIAL 
SCHOOLS 


Needless to say, parochial schools 
hardly correspond with this scale of 
political values. Gordis makes no 
secret of where he believes the future 
hope of national prosperity lies. The 
past one hundred years have witnessed 
the emergence of the American nation 
as a living entity. During this time, 
the overwhelmingly white, Protestant, 
Anglo-Saxon complexion of the country 
underwent its most critical transforma- 
tion. The small island of Anglo-Saxon 
Americans was flooded by successive 
waves of immigration from every na- 
tion of the world, notably the Irish, 
Seandinavian, German, Slavie and 
Italian, and including substantial num- 


1096 


bers of Catholics and Jews. Their en- 
trance subjected the American body 
politic to heavy strains which are sz:ill 
being felt today. Yet, in spite of these 
ethnic and religious differences, the na- 
tion has substantially fulfilled its orig- 
inal projected goal of E Pluribus Unum, 
so that now an almost mystic sense of 
union pervades the American people. 
The main contributing factor to this in- 
credible solidarity, in fact, its creator, 
was public education. “Social cleav- 
ages, economic conflicts, political dif- 
ferences, and religious divergences were 
very much in evidence. But it was the 
public school that created the basis for 
American unity and loyalty, for here 
children of all backgrounds and levels 
of society met as equals, played and 
studied together, learning to live not 
as neighbors but as fellow-citi- 
No wonder Gor- 


merely 
zens of the Republic.” 
dis shows a devotion on the subject that 
can only be compared with the fervor 
of religious faith. 

If Catholics object that social vir- 
tues and patriotism need something 
more spiritual than rubbing elbows to 
cultivate, they are reminded of Martin 
Buber’s dictum that “personal con- 
frontation of human beings is decisive 
in building their relationships, not the 
forensic or written word however 
elevated in sentiment.” Even the Ten 
Commandments are no substitute for 
the community spirit formed by cohabi- 
tation in the publie schools. 

The impress of unification comes not 
only from differences among the stu- 
dent body in the common schools; it is 
furnished also by the variety of back- 
ground and outlook among the teachers 
with whom the children come into con- 
tact. Pupils are made to recognize that 
“intelligent and well-meaning men and 
women might well differ among them- 
selves on many issues, cherishing their 
specific viewpoints, yet finding it en- 
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tirely possible to live and function in 
cooperation, harmony and mutual re- 
spect with one another.” Consequently, 
“one need not exaggerate the merits of 
the public school to see in it a unique 
laboratory for the democratic process.” 
We have so many diversities in Amer- 
ica, cultural, ethnic and religious, that 
“if there is to be a maximum of freedom 
in American society, it must be counter- 
balanced by an equally powerful instru- 
ment for building unity and mutual fel- 
lowship. There is no other institution 
in American life that can rival the pub- 
lic school in fulfilling this indispensable 
function for the present and the future.” 

When Catholics complain about 
double taxation, they show how little 
they appreciate government education. 
If they saw the light, they would see 
that as citizens they have a double 
obligation: one to the American peo- 
ple, of which they are a part; the other 
to their own religious family. “The 
nature of this obligation is often over- 
looked.”’ 

Stripped of its rhetoric, the argument 
states with ingenuous boldness that 
Catholics should consider it a sacred 
duty to support what is, after all, the 
bulwark of American democracy. By 
their maintenance of parochial schools, 
only the sectarian interests of a reli- 
gious minority are subserved. By sup- 
porting public education they are con- 
serving the quintessential element of a 
free society. 


GORDIS’ UNFOUNDED FRIGHT 


The demand in some Catholic circles 
for a share in school-tax money as a 
right in equity provokes Gordis to ex- 
press sentiments that are more extreme 
than any I have ever seen in modern 
print. I quote two as _ illustrations. 
The first makes parochial schools a ri- 
val and potential threat to public edu- 


cation, and reminds Catholics of their 
duty to consolidate the nation: 


One can scarcely expect American 
society to help underwrite the cost of 
parochial education, the merits of 
which may be freely granted, but one 
of the results of which may well be 
the destruction of the public-school 
system. What is being suggested 
here is that parents whose loyalty to 
their church leads them to send their 
children to parochial schools are not 
on that account freed from the obliga- 
tion to support the public schools as 
the basic agency for building mutu- 
ality of relationship among the 
citizens of various faiths and back- 
grounds. Nor is this duty obviated 
by attacks upon the “godlessness” of 
the public schools, which have al- 
ways been friendly to religion and 
which have contributed to the char- 
acter-building of at least four gen- 
erations of Americans with gratify- 
ing success. 


Then, on a stronger note, Catholics 
are told to beware of making their 
school system into a power trust that 
other Americans may consider a danger 
to national welfare and be forced, un- 
willingly, to assist even to liquidation: 


The extraordinary success achieved 
by Catholics in America in establish- 
ing their educational system suggests 
the need of a special self-restraint 
that cannot perhaps be logically jus- 
tified but is a very real necessity 
nonetheless. It is a truism in the 
social-economic order that large ag- 
gregations of power, be they corpora- 
tions or labor unions, because of their 
very size, create special problems 
such as monopoly, price-fixing, and 
the exercise of pressure on govern- 
ment which do not arise for similar 
groups of smaller compass and lesser 
influence. In the face of phenomena 
such as these, society must impose 
effective safeguards of its over-all 
interests. 

Conversely, where the unit is 
smaller, society can afford the luxury 
of greater latitude. American law 
thus offers considerable freedom to 
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conscientious objectors to war, even 
in the case of aliens applying for 
citizenship. Were the day to arrive 
when most Americans, for whatever 
reason, become conscientious objec- 
tors, it is highly doubtful whether the 
state could afford to leave itself de- 
fenseless before a potential enemy. 
The need for the preservation of the 
state would limit, if not totally abro- 
gate, the freedom of conscience of 
the citizen which is involved in the 
refusal to bear arms. 


I have quoted these two passages at 
length to emphasize the gravity and 
moral tenor of a document which thou- 
sands of persons will read and sympa- 


thetically believe is a reflection of their 


own mind. Yet it bristles with un- 
founded assertions, errors of fact and 
especially an undertone of state abso- 
lutism that Catholic educators should 
know is current in America today. 


How can we deal with a man who ser- 


iously compares the parents’ right to 
educate their children with the grudging 
concessions made by the government to 
eccentric or fanatical pacifists? 

It would be comforting if we could 
dismiss Gordis as an angry bigot or 
isolated crank whose judgment was 
affected by the fear of Rome. He is 
intelligent and most courteous in re- 
specting the devotion that created a 
school system “which is unequalled 
elsewhere” in the world. I also believe 
he is representative of a larger section 
of non-Catholic America than most of 
us realize. Perhaps we have been too 
complacent in enjoying the benefits 
of religious freedom that has made 
Catholie education the mainstay of the 
Church in this country and the envy of 
those who are dedicated to American 
ideals, as they see them, but lack the 
clarity of vision and moral convictions 
which only the faith can give. 





preceding article. 


Gordis. 
in the Publie Schools.”’ 


promote. 


for the Republic. 





The second of this two-article series by Father Hardon is best described 
in this excerpt from his letter which accompanied the manuscript of the 


The enclosed MS I have called “Parochial Schools under Fire,” 
because it deals with the first of two major issues raised by Rabbi 
I plan to call the second article “Catholics and Religion 





Its purpose will be to highlight the current 
problem facing the public schools of choosing between two philoso- 
phies of education struggling for mastery 
that is well entrenched in school administration and a Christian 
theism that Catholics have a duty in conscience to encourage and 
However, in the second article I wish to go beyond Gor- 
dis to include the other contributors to the brochure from the Fund 





a secularist naturalism 
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Theology at Jacob’s Well 


Chapters from the Gospel of St. John 


Oven a well or a spring there 
broods an atmosphere of mystery. The 
water of a spring bubbles up from the 
ground and, as the case may be, after a 
long and adventurous course through 
many lands, ends by losing itself in the 
vastness of the ocean from which it 
originally issued. A well, on the other 
hand, is also a spring; but a shaft, often 
of great depth, must first be sunk 
through the crust of the earth before it 
can be reached, and even then the erys- 
tal-clear water must be hauled up by a 
complicated process. In a hot, arid 
country, where rivers are few and rain 
falls only intermittently during a brief 
period of the year, a well is an invalu- 
able possession. 

Small wonder, then, if even our sa- 
ered books echo with the quarrels and 
disputes over wells and that the patri- 
archs of old transmitted them to their 
children as a precious inheritance. In 
Palestine most of the watercourses dry 
up during the long, hot summer months, 
and the cisterns, where the precious 
rain water is stored, get exhausted. But 
wells rarely fail. Such was the well 
believed to have been sunk by Jacob 
of old. At any rate, the well was situ- 
ated in a plot of ground which that 
venerable personage had acquired from 
the inhabitants of nearby Sichem. This 
well is, therefore, one of the oldest as 
it is the most reliable of all the wells 
of Palestine to this day. For the 
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Christian, however, it is famous and 
forever sacred by reason of an incident 
in the first months of our Lord’s public 
life which St. John recounts with much 
detail and obvious relish. 


JOHN STRESSED CHRIST 
RATHER THAN EVENTS 


We are fully justified in regarding 
the fourth chapter of St. John’s gospel 
as a lecture in the sublimest theology, 
delivered by Him “in whom are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”’ 
(Col. 2, 3), to an audience of one soli- 
tary individual, though one who, by 
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reason of her murky past, was an ap- 
propriate representative of the whole of 
sinful humanity. By this ancient well 
in the fertile plain between lofty Gari- 
zim and Hebal, Incarnate Wisdom and 
the non-Jewish world may be said to 
have met for the first time; for, though 
the Samaritans claimed descent from 
the patriarch Jacob, the Jews denied 
the validity of the claim. In any case 
they were a mixed race—the offspring 
of a Hebrew remnant and the Assyrian 
colonists who had taken the place of 
the population deported into the Meso- 
potamian plain after the downfall of 
the northern kingdom. 

For a traveller from Jesusalem to 
Galilee the most direct route was the 
one through the land of the Samaritans. 
When our Lord decided to return to 
yalilee after his debut in the Holy City, 
He was at some point in the Jordan 
valley—perhaps at Jericho—so all He 
had to do was to journey up the valley 
and enter Galilee through the gap in 
the hills at Beisan (Bethshan). St. 
John whets, but does not gratify, our 
curiosity when he tells us that “Jesus 
was of necessity to pass through Sa- 
maria.” What necessity was it that 
conditioned the itinerary of the Son of 
God? Pére Lagrange, with whom one 
is most reluctant to disagree, suggests 
that the evangelist does not refer to a 
divine ordinance, but that our Lord 
acted from a purely personal motive 
and found it most convenient to take 
this route. However, the interview with 
the woman of Sychar was an incident 
of immense importance, one that was 
surely planned from all eternity, so 
that He who came into the world not 
to do His own will but the will of Him 
who sent Him was but falling in with 
yet another item of the divine plan for 
His earthly career when He chose to 
journey through the territory of the 
Samaritans. 
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On a broad view of the gospels we 
may say that whereas the three synop- 
tists are chiefly concerned to relate 
what Jesus did, St. John, writing at a 
much later date, takes their story as 
known and accordingly aims at showing 
what manner of person our Lord was. 
Of course, he too relates some of the 
events of the Savior’s life, but out of an 
immense mass of incidents and miracles 
he selects those which, in his opinion, 
are particularly calculated to show that 
Jesus is the Son of God: “Many other 
signs did Jesus . . . but these are writ- 
ten that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God .. .” 
(John 20, 30). This purpose the 
fourth evangelist also sought to attain 
by means of an admirable selection of 
discourses. Anyone reading the fourth 
gospel with the care and reverence such 
reading demands cannot fail to be 
struck by the doctrinal character of 
the discourses which take up so much 
space in the fourth gospel. 

In the fourth chapter of St. John’s 
gospel—a chapter described as “the 
marvel of marvels” by Pere Lagrange, 
we have both a story and one of the 
most momentous utterances of our 
Lord. The conference at Jacob’s well 
is all the more interesting and revealing 
as it has about it the intimacy and, if 
one may say so, the informality of a fa- 
miliar conversation. 





PRELUDE TO A CONVERSATION 


Some familiarity with the geograph- 
ical and climatic conditions of Palestine 
are an invaluable help to a proper ap- 
preciation of the exertion implicit in 
our Lord’s constant journeyings during 
the final period of His earthly life, that 
is, the “public life” of a couple of years 
or so out of the thirty-three between 
His birth at Bethlehem and His death 
on Calvary. Everything seems to sug- 
gest that these journeys were invariably 
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made on foot. Since He was endowed 
with perfect physical health, we may 
view Jesus as stepping out with vigor- 
ous strides. On at least one occasion 
the gospel shows Him walking ahead of 
His apostolic escort (Mark 9, 33) when 
weariness perhaps caused them to lag 
behind. The three chosen witnesses 
of the glory of Thabor who made the 
ascent of the steep mountain with Him, 
went to sleep almost as soon as they 
sat down to recover their breath, 
whereas He Himself fell to praying. 
However, on one occasion even He, the 
tireless walker, worker, teacher, was 
overcome with weariness so that, in the 
startling phrase of the evangelist, He 
just dropped to the ground or, as it 
seems, to the well-curb, from sheer fa- 
tigue: “Jesus being wearied with the 
journey sat thus on the well.” 

The time was the middle of the day 
when, even in the early spring the sun 
may beat down fiercely from a cloud- 
less sky. Jesus was truly man; hence, 
after a long march in the cool of the 
morning and the rapidly growing heat 
as the day advanced, He was in need 
both of rest and refreshment. The well 
by the side of which He sat Himself 
down would provide both. Presently a 
woman of the country came upon the 
scene, balancing with easy grace her 
empty water jar upon her head, as she 
had done a thousand times before. Lit- 
tle did she suspect that on this day she 
would meet her fate or, to speak more 
accurately, One who would oblige her 
to readjust her whole outlook on life. 
It was not for nothing that He who is 
“the Way” had altered His itinerary— 
had literally gone out of His way—in 
order to enable Him to meet her, and 
meet her alone, for the conference that 
was about to open would best take place 
without witnesses and with an insur- 
ance against interruption, against, per- 
haps, embarrassment. 


THE CONVERSANTS 


One of the many noteworthy circum- 
stances of the momentous conversation 
that now ensued is that the human 
interlocutor makes but this one solitary 
appearance in the gospel—or in history. 
We have no reliable information about 
her subsequent career just as her life 
up to that all-important encounter is 
shrouded in obscurity ; and the name by 
which the Greek Church honors her in 
her liturgy is but a pretty and plausible 
creation of legend. But who wants to 
know anything beyond what the match- 
less account in St. John’s gospel tells 
? With supreme artistry, in sen- 





us? 
tences that have about them the au- 
thentic ring of historic truth, the evan- 
gelist presents a personage who, though 
she has succumbed to the weakness of 
mortal flesh, has nevertheless kept alive 
her religious sense and a sense of guilt; 
hence, her realization of the claims of 
God and His law has survived the aber- 
rations into which instinct had led her. 
True, at one moment she evidently 
sought to steer the conversation into a 
less uncomfortable channel; yet, when 
she realized that she had to deal with 
no mere professional exponent of the 
law but with a prophet, as she thought, 
for whom her shady past held no se- 
crets, she made no excuses for her con- 
duct. Our Lord’s knowledge of her past 
was, so it seems, the final motive that 
led her to think that He was the Mes- 
siah: “Come and see a man who has 
told me all things, whatsoever I have 
done,” she cried to the people of the 
little village; “Is not he the Christ?” 
These people can hardly have been ig- 
norant of her previous conduct, for there 
is little privacy in a small place—least 
of all in an eastern village. Little did 
she care what people thought of her. 
_Her one desire was that all should meet 
one who might well be the “Taheb,” as 
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the Messiah was described in Samari- 
tan theology. 

It was precisely in search for such as 
she that the Son of God had come into 
the world. Whatever the nature of our 
own sins, the woman of Sychar repre- 
sents the whole of fallen humanity. 
“Quaerens me sedisti lassus” is said of 
every human individual, as St. Augus- 
tine pointed out long before the moving 
lines of the Dies irae were written, in 
words with which all who recite the Di- 
vine Office must be familiar, for they 
are read at Matins, year by year, on the 


Friday before Laetare Sunday: “Tibi 
fatigatus est ab itinere Jesus.” Hence, 


also, the incomparable teaching of this 
fourth chapter is addressed to mankind 
in general. 


THEGLOGY OVER WATER 


We may distinguish two separate 
themes in our Lord’s discourse, namely, 
the nature and effects of grace and the 
nature of God Himself, and, as a corol- 
lary, the kind of worship that God de- 
mands from us. Jesus was thirsty. 
His request, “Give me to drink,” was to 
be taken literally, but (like His “I 
thirst” on the cross, wrung from Him by 
an agony of physical thirst) the request 
was also charged with a far deeper sig- 
nificance. In the present instance it 
was also the opening move in the debate 
which our Lord had planned when He 
threw Himself down on the hard stone 
of the well-curb. Water—especially 
water bubbling up from the secret res- 
ervoirs of the earth—is a most apt sym- 
bol of “the gift of God.” Some have 
thought that by this expression Jesus 
meant His own person, or the person of 
the Holy Ghost (ef. John 7; 37-39), 
but the context makes it clear that the 
what we call 





words refer to grace 
“sanctifying grace,” that is, the super- 
natural quality by which the created 
spirit is so enriched, invigorated and 
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elevated as to be transfigured into the 
very likeness of God—divinae consortes 
naturae (2 Pet. 1,4). Whereas, in the 
conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus had 
described the wonder of sanctifying 
grace in terms of a birth, a new birth, 
or, rather, a birth from above, now that 
He is seated by a fountain of water the 
imagery of water offered itself quite 
naturally to His mind. Without enter- 
ing into explanations or definitions 
which would have been too subtle for 
the mind of His interlocutor, our Lord 
described the effects of grace by a refer- 
ence to a phenomenon of which the 
woman may not have been wholly ig- 
norant, namely, that water seeks its 
own level. Grace comes from above. 
It is a birth from above. The Christian 
is born anew, not of flesh and blood, but 
of God: “ex Deo nati sunt.” Through 
grace the soul of man becomes in its 
turn a gushing fountain: “The water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a 
fountain of water springing up into life 
everlasting.” In this connection St. 
Augustine quotes one of the profound- 
est pronouncements of the psalmist: 
“De qua ergo aqua daturus est nisi de 
illa de qua dictum est: Apud te est 
fons vitae et in lumine tuo videbimus 
lumen!” The soul in grace seeks its 
own level and finds it eternally in God. 
There is a similarity between the water 
of a spring and the supernatural water 
of grace, but there is an even greater 
difference. However powerful may be 
the upward surge of a jet of water, its 
force is soon spent and it must fall back 
to earth by reason of its essential iner- 
tia. But the water of grace never loses 
its upward momentum, its Godward im- 
petus, and, when it finally attains its 
level, it remains at it forever; for, as it 
issued from God, so must it return to 
Him and so sweep us into the eternal 
ocean of beauty and goodness that we 
‘all God. 
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It is unlikely that the poor woman 
who first listened to Him who is .Hin- 
self the overflowing source of grace, as 
He expounded its mysterious operation, 
fully understood this glorious doctrine. 
3ut beyond this solitary disciple, for a 
disciple she was by now, Jesus spoke to 
generations yet unborn. He left it to 
Christian theology to expound His 
teaching, but all that is found in the 
bulky tomes of the schoolmen is actu- 
ally condensed in the simple and pic- 
turesque sentences of the divine 
Teacher at Jacob’s well. 


REASON FOR WORSHIP 


The title of this paper describes 
the fourth chapter of St. John as a the- 
ological! lecture. This applies especially 
to the second part of the conference. 
The woman, perhaps with a view to 
cutting short further comment on her 
past life, raised the question of divine 
worship, a matter that was the chief 
sause of the cleavage between Jews and 
Samaritans. In His answer our Lord 
rises above local controversy in one 
terse sentence which in its brevity is a 
whole theology: ‘God is a spirit.” 

God is an infinite, eternal Spirit 
whose perfections transcend all our con- 
ceptions, but who is yet intimately pres- 
ent to, and in, the world of which He is 
the sole Author. Thus there are two 
aspects of the Deity both of which are 
calculated to exercise immense influ- 
ence upon the thought and conduct of 
the believer: transcendence and im- 
manence. The world is temporal; God 
is eternal. God is both the model, so to 
speak, of the world, as He is its sole 
Creator. Everything in the vast uni- 
verse shows forth some aspect of the in- 
finite richness and beauty of the divine 
essence, and all created beauty and 
goodness is but a drop, as it were, out 
of a boundless, fathomless ocean of 
beauty and goodness. However, when 


we ascribe these and other perfections 
to God, not only our words but our very 
conceptions of words are an inadequate 
expression. God transcends all our no- 
tions of beauty and goodness. A crea- 
ture’s qualities are modifications of its 
nature, clinging to that nature precari- 
ously enough, for they are not of the 
very stuff of its being. Not so the di- 
vine attributes. God’s attributes are 
God; God is His perfections not in the 
sense that He is the resultant, or the 
sum total of His properties, for in Him 
there is no distinction or composition. 
The distinction between attribute and 
attribute is in our own mind only be- 
cause we are unable to grasp the notion 
of absolute simplicity. As the pellu- 
cid, colorless ray of light when passing 
through crystal appears as red, green or 
blue, so is the adorable simplicity of 
the divine nature perceived by us as 
good, holy, just, ete. 

This transcendent God is immanent 
in the world He made. He is no part of 
it, not its soul, as some of the noblest 
minds of antiquity imagined (cf. Vergil, 
VI, 724 ff.). No, God is infinitely other 
precisely because He is transcendent. 
He is in the world as its Creator and 
there must be some contact between the 
agent and the object of His activty. 
Thus it comes about that “in Him we 
live, and move and have our being.” 


DUTY AND NATURE OF WORSHIP 


It stands to reason that so glorious a 
Being must be acknowledged by the 
rational creature. Hence arises the 
duty of worship. Now since man is not 
a pure spirit but a strange compound of 
spirit and matter, worship must be in 
keeping with his composite nature. At 
the time when the conversation at Ja- 
cob’s well took place, there is little 
doubt but that the Jews’ religion was, 
for the most part, a matter of external 
observances. Jerusalem was the reli- 
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gious center, and there alone could sacri- 
fice be offered. The Samaritans, on the 
other hand, regarded Mount Garizin, 
which loomed so large before the eyes 
of the two interlocutors at the well, as 
the national shrine where Jehovah was 
to be adored. 

But God is a spirit, hence “they that 
adore him must adore him in spirit and 
in truth.” The words imply no condem- 
nation of all external religious observ- 
ances, though they obviously include a 
hint that the Mosaic ritual was about 
to be abolished in favor of a higher and 
purer service of God’s majesty. Out- 
ward observances are meaningless un- 
less they are the expression of an inter- 
nal attitude. This attitude consists in 
adhesion to the truths revealed by God 
and a sincere, internal submission to 
His will. This great truth was under- 
stood even by some of the nobler minds 
of the pagan world: 


St Deus est animus, nobis ut carmina 
narrant 
Hic tibi praecipue pura sit mente co- 
lendus. 


Away, then, with goats and oxen! 
What gratification can there be for an 
infinite Mind—and eternal Spirit—in 
the sight of blood or the reek of burn- 
ing flesh? God is a spirit. The words 
ring out like the solemn notes of a great 
bell on a clear, frosty winter’s night. 
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Here is the authentic, liberating answer 
to the questionings of the human mind: 
What is God?) “God is a spirit!” 


*“DOMINE, DA MIHI HANC AQUAM” 


The interview at Jacob’s well has 
been the delight of contemplative souls 
in all the ages. In the living water 
promised, and given, by Christ, the wa- 
ter that He causes to well up from the 
depths of their souls, they see that love 
of and longing for God that gives them 
no peace. No one has written more 
gracious words on this theme than the 
immortal Teresa of Avila. According 
to her, a soul in which such a fountain 
of living water has once sprung up, can 
never rest, “nor can it contain itself be- 
‘ause of the love it has. It is so satu- 
rated therewith that it would have 
others drink of it because there is more 
than enough for itself.” And she adds. 
“T call to remembrance—oh, how often! 
—that living water of which our Lord 
spoke to the Samaritan woman. That 
gospel has a great attraction for me and, 
indeed, so it had even when I was a lit- 
tle child, though I did not understand it 
then as I do now. I used to pray much 

for that living water. I always 
had a picture of our Lord at the well, 
with this inscription: ‘Domine, da 
mthi hanc aquam!’” 


Roma Locura 


By VERY REV. AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Convy., S.T.M., J.C.D., LL.B. 


Associate Editor 








First Encyclical 


It is something of a tour de force to 
attempt a summary of the first encyeli- 
cal of Pope: John XXIII, Ad Petri 
Cathedram (L’Osservatore Romano, N. 
151 [30.118]), in view of its length and 
wide-ranging treatment of a number of 
salient problems. But to omit such a 
summary would be a lamentable over- 
sight in a column like this, and the pas- 
sage of time since its promulgation has 
enabled us to see more clearly the core 
of the message of this notable papal 
document. 

The letter is pervaded with the fa- 
therly warmth and broad vision of the 
present Sovereign Pontiff; it casts a 
searching eye on the root causes of 
many of the crises confronting the world 
today and proposes solutions. It lacks, 
however, that extremely precise style 
and sealpel-like brilliance the world had 
come to expect from Pius XII. In a 
word, it reflects the personality and 
wisdom of another pope, bringing to 
mankind a firm warning coupled with 
encouragement and good hope. The 
keynote is: “On Promoting—Under the 
Impulse of Charity—Truth, Unity and 
Peace.” 

The Pontiff speaks of the importance 
of truth and the obligation men have to 


pursue it, because error and ignorance— 
“the source and root of all evil”—make 
human society really impossible. As an 
example of a calling in which the duty 
of being truthful is particularly mani- 
fest, the Pope cited the press. “In a 
special manner, then,” he said, “we are 
compelled to exhort to a careful, exact 
and prudent exposition of the truth, 
those who by means of books, reviews, 
and daily papers make such a great 
contribution to the teaching and train- 
ing of the minds of their fellow citizens, 
especially the young, in the moulding of 
their opinions and the regulating of 
their habits. These same men are 
gravely bound in duty not to dissemi- 
nate lies, error, obscenity, but only 
truth, and—in particular—to publicize 
what leads not to vice but to good and 
virtuous practices.” 

He made similar applications to other 
media of communication, reminding ra- 
dio, TV and the cinema of their power 
of influence either for good or evil. 

Genuine love of truth should lead 
to peaceful relationships among men, 
since God created men “not as enemies 
but as brothers.” If the fellowship of 
nations is not accepted in this way, then, 


‘warned the Pope, “conditions of gra- 


vest crisis will remain.” In this con- 
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text, John XXIII repeated the appeal 
so familiar throughout the pontificate 
of Pius XII—amicable understanding 
among men and among the lands of the 
world rests on the foundations of justice 
and charity. He begged statesmen to 
make a sincere effort to try every ap- 
proach toward reconciliation, reminding 
them that God will be their judge for 
their responsibilities in this matter. 

A like plea was made to leaders in 
the realms of labor and management, 
asking them to promote the genuine 
temporal welfare of those who look to 
them for guidance and to remove causes 
of enmity from the various groups un- 
der their leadership. Employers must 
always regard their employees as men, 
as brothers, with all the dignity and 
rights implied by this. 

A central idea of this encyclical, un- 
derstandably, is the expression of the 
hope that the forthcoming Ecumenical 
Council will move non-Catholies to join 
the Church as a “wonderful manifesta- 
tion of unity we are inviting you 
not to the house of a stranger but to 
your own, to the Father’s house which 
belongs to all.” 

The family receives special attention 
in the letter; as the basis of society it 
must have the unity which love imparts. 
It is of importance to observe that John 
XXIII restates the traditional emphasis 
on the role of the father as the head of 
the home. “Let the father take the 
place of God among his children,” said 
the Pope, ‘‘and not only by his author- 
ity, but the upright example of his life 
also, stand clearly in the _ first 
place... .” 

The letter further examines segments 
of Catholic life within the Chureh it- 
self. The Pontiff acknowledges the 
great difficulties faced by bishops and 
he paternally exhorts them to remain al- 
ways steadfast at the post of duty: “As 
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rulers of the Christian people they bear, 
together with us, the burden of the day 
and the heat.’”’ Reference is made also 
to the trying times for Church leaders 
in persecuted lands where there is an 
“unhappy falling away of so many of 
your children, who are tricked by the 
wiles of error.” 

Priests are often the object of the 
Holy Father’s solicitude. This same in- 
terest is not wanting here, and with it 
goes a reminder of the sacrifices that 
the priesthood exacts of those who are 
faithful to its spirit. “Never let them 
(priests) think,” he wrote, “that there 
is a fixed maximum for their labors or 
personal inconvenience when it is a 
question of enlightening minds with the 
divine light.”’ 

The vast importance of the lay apos- 
tolate in the life of the Chureh today 
was also recognized by the Pontiff when 
he paid tribute to the works of various 
Catholic Action movements. But he 
did not speak at any length on this, re- 
marking that its importance will require 
his attention later on in another docu- 
ment. 

Missionaries received encouraging no- 
tice as the Pope recognizes the difficul- 
ties they face in the arduous task of 
bringing God’s kingdom to the souls of 
foreign lands. ‘We desire them to know 
that they have a very special place in 
our hearts.” 

Religious women, too, are commended 
for their contribution to the work of 
the Church, a contribution no one else 
‘an quite make since these consecrated 
women bring to their apostolate a blend 
of “virginal and maternal solicitude.” 

The aged and the sick are invited to 
remember that by the trials of this life 
they may gain the eternal joys of 
heaven. 

The poor receive warm sympathy 
from the Pope, not only because .they 
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are often the victims of social injustice, 
but also because they are exploited by 
the enemies of the Church who—playing 
upon their desperate plight—lure them 
into error by false promises and specious 
errors. 

Finally, John XXIII spoke out vig- 
orously against persecutions carried on 
by those who ignore man’s God-given 
rights. The Pope demands that the 
freedom of the law be granted to every- 
one, warning that the violation of divine 
and human rights can lead only to “the 
collapse and ruin of human society.” 


Salary Boosts 


The wage-conscious papers of our 
land gave attention to the news that the 
social-minded and efficient executive, 
Pope John XXIII, has ordered an all- 
around pay hike for employees of the 
Vatican. They are non-union! Italian 
workers are, generally speaking, poorly 
paid, but the cost of living is higher 
than the low standard of wages might 
suggest. 

The increases ordered by the Pope 
will affect some 5,000 workers of the 
Holy See, about one-fifth of whom live 
in Vatican City. Curia Cardinals will 
now receive about $900.00 a month; 
bishops working in the Vatican offices 
will be upped to about $300.00 a month 
or a bit less; priests—whose expenses 
are not supposed to be very great—come 
in for only minor boosts. 

Manual laborers, maintenance men, 
ete., will be raised from about $80.00 a 
month to around $110.00, with very 
substantial family allowances: $16.00 
per month for the wife and $19.00 for 
each child. Pension rights are also be- 
ing now extended to all Vatican em- 
ployees. 

There are advantages for those who 
work for the Holy See. Low rents for 


those who ean live in Vatican City and 
reasonable food and clothing prices are 
some of these advantages. Vatican-op- 
erated stores sell their stock at approxi- 
mately one-third less than non-Vatican 
merchants, and the purchases are tax- 
free. 

Another innovation of this innovating 
Pontiff is a change in office hours around 
the Vatican. Traditionally difficult to 
rouse in afternoon hours (8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. has been the schedule), it is only 
a matter of time before some satisfac- 
tory horarium, at least for non-Vatican 
people, will be worked out. 


Seminary Discipline 


A perennially important matter to 
the Holy See is that of seminary admin- 
istration, with all that the term implies. 
This understandable concern has again 
shown itself in a letter from the Sacred 
Congregation for Seminaries and Uni- 
versities, addressed to the bishops of 
the world (L’Osservatore Romano, N. 
153 [30.120]). This document stresses 
the need for discipline in seminaries, 
with particular emphasis on the im- 
portance of obedience to the superiors. 
It thus concerns all those charged with 
the training of candidates for holy or- 
ders: rectors of seminaries; masters of 
clerics; professors; spiritual directors, 
etc. 

“The virtue of obedience,” the letter 
explains, “is a hinge for the training 
which superiors must impart to those 
who aspire to the sanctuary.” The 
document goes on to point out that a 
ready obedience must become a pro- 
found habit penetrating the most inti- 
mate convictions of students, particu- 
larly in times like ours when “the demon 
of pride” leads men to subject them- 
selves to their own unlimited independ- 
ence in judgment and action. 
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Referring to certain false notions that 
have been allowed to insinuate them- 
selves into teaching methods, the Con- 
gregation mentions that it has had fre- 
quently to intervene to correct novel ex- 
periments attempted in some seminaries. 
“Experiments are fostered,” the Con- 
gregation explains, ‘which concede too 
much to indiscriminate educational un- 
dertakings. These, almost forgetting 
the conditions of a weakened human na- 
ture, tend to adopt—more or less se- 
cretly—the criteria of so-called self- 
education.” The letter does not develop 
this thought, apparently following an 
‘"f the shoe fits, wear it” attitude. 

Of course, a sense of personal respon- 
sibility and initiative must be developed 
in seminaries, the letter allows. But 
what is objectionable is a passive dispo- 
sition of educators who, abdicating their 
superior status vis-a-vis seminarians, 
fear that their commands and discipli- 
nary requirements might constitute un- 
due interference within the sanctuary of 
the students’ consciences. 

Said this letter: “Only by means of 
an austere discipline is it possible to 
add to the full development of a strong 
personality, ready for sacrifice, ready 
with that spirit of abnegation which is 
an essential requirement for those who 
would follow Our Lord Jesus Christ 
without compromise. 4 

Bishops—and, by inference, religious 
superiors—are reminded of the need to 


SAVE MONEY AND AVOID INCONVENIENCE 


| If you are to have a change of address, it will mean a saving in money and 
an assurance of convenience to you if you please notify us as soon as you have 
knowledge of ‘ the new address, 2) the date it will become effective, 3) your 

imply notify, by postcard or by Post Office Form 22-S, the 
Homiletic and Pastoral Review, 52 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 


old address. 


revitalize the sense of responsibility re- 
garding divine vocation, and to bring 
before the minds of their subjects in 
seminaries the primacy of the interior 
life as an essential condition for a fu- 
ture pastoral ministry. Together with 
this, seminarians themselves are to learn 
the formative value of discipline which 
is accepted conscientiously and volun- 
tarily. This attitude on the part of as- 
pirants to orders will “promote a truly 
priestly life which knows how to adjust 
itself wisely to the needs of the times 
and to the circumstances under which 
the future priests must labor in their 
apostolate.” 


Benedictines 
to Gather 


A Congress of Benedictine Abbots, 
similar to a general chapter of other 
religious orders, is scheduled to be held 
in Rome from September 18 to Septem- 
ber 25, centered at Sant’Anselmo. This 
is the first gathering of its kind since 
the promulgation by Pius XII in 1952 
of the Lex Propria governing the Bene- 
dictine Confederation of Benedictine 
Congregations. Among other matters, 
this once-in-twelve-years Congress wili 
also elect an Abbot Primate. A total of 
160 abbots and priors, from all over the 
world, have been summoned. They 
will represent some 200 houses and more 
than 12,000 Benedictine monks. 
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Even the Devils Believe 


Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 


“Unless you see signs and wonders, you do not believe” (John 4, 48). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Miracles performed primarily to prove 
Christ’s divinity. 
(2) Belief alone does not make us people 
of faith. 
(3) Real faith found in the believer who 
tries to keep the moral law. 


The miracle related by St. John was 
performed upon a little boy, while 
Jesus was still at a distance away. 
Christ’s physical presence was _ not 
needed or required, but apparently the 
royal official was unversed in this par- 
ticular. Otherwise, why his repeated 
pleas, “Sir, come down before my child 
dies!” Our Lord told him to return 
home, with the simple words, “Go thy 
way; thy son lives.” Just a word from 
the lips of Jesus, and a miracle takes 
place. 


DIVINE PURPOSE OF MIRACLES 


Our Blessed Lord never performed a 
miracle simply for the wonder of it. 
He did so always and primarily to prove 


that He is the Son of God. True, His 
mercy on the afflicted chiefly led Him 
to produce these divine phenomena, as 
His justice did at other times, but, be- 
fore all else, His major reason was to 
offer evidence of His own divinity. In 
other words, though His miraculous in- 
tervention helped the needy at the mo- 
ment, He executed those miracles with 
the prime purpose that ultimately the 
men and women of that day would 
accept Him as the Son of God and live 
the life which He commanded. 

When the royal official first met Jesus 
and besought him to come down and 
heal his son, for he was at the point of 
death, Jesus made a reply that was 
not for the royal official only, but for 
each and every one of us today. “Un- 
less you see signs and wonders,” said 
Christ, ‘““you do not believe.” 


BELIEF ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH 


“You do not believe.” These are 
Christ’s own words and they deserve 
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considerable reflection. Why does He 
speak them to us, and so forcefully? 
What could Christ mean? Of course, 
there is no question of the fact that we 
do believe in Jesus, and that we com- 
pletely accept Him as the Son of God. 
Our belief in Jesus and in His divinity 
naturally permeates much of our think- 
ing; certainly it is always in the back- 
ground of our Catholie consciousness. 
So, what might Jesus mean when he 
tells us that we do not believe? 

We might for a moment go to the let- 
ter of St. James in the New Testament. 
St. James was the first bishop of Jeru- 
salem and the first of the Apostles slain. 
He writes, “What will it profit, my 
brethren, if a man says he has faith but 
does not have works? The devils also 
believe, and tremble. Dost thou not 
want to know, oh senseless man, that 
faith without works is useless? Just as 
the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith also without works is dead.” 
These words of St. James speak for 
themselves, and bring out with startling 
clarity what Jesus must mean when He 
says, “Unless you see signs and won- 
ders, you do not believe.” 

When things come our way after 
prayer, when our intentions have been 
granted, when in our life some wonders 
have happened, then is our belief in 
Christ and His power unquestioned and 
pronounced. He has answered us, and 
all is well. We rejoice. We speak a 
word of thanks to Him and then go our 
customary way. And it is precisely at 
this point where so many of us make 
the move which causes Christ to say, 
“You do not believe.” We do not fol- 
low through. We forget our conviction 
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and break our troth with Christ. Many 
choose again the haunts of sin. Be- 
cause of “signs and wonders” many may 
ery out their belief by words, but, for 
all practical purposes, soon afterwards 
disclaim their belief by serious and 
restive breaking of the moral law. 


BELIEF—BUT SINCERE BELIEF! 


It may well be that we limit the field 
of our belief to the intellect alone in our 
acceptance of Jesus, but hold back our 
will by refusing to do what He pre- 
scribes. Consequently we vitiate our 
knowledge, contradict our belief, and 
make most relevant the words of Jesus, 
“You do not believe.” Christ is ques- 
tioning our sincerity of belief. He tells 
us that we do not effectively believe, 
but that we are only saying we do. We 
should remember that other occasion 
when Jesus said, “Not everyone who 
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of my Father in heaven shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” In other 
words, Jesus demands our allegiance in 
act as well as in word. Otherwise, He 
brands our belief in Him as meaning- 
less. 

We need, of course, to make this 
heart of ours, with all its whims and 
fancies, subject to our mind, ultimately, 
of course, to God’s will. We have to 
tie the heart, with its emotions, to our 
intellect by a stronger link. Mentally 
we assent to truth and to the fact that 
Jesus is God, but our heart uncontrolled 
destroys the value of our belief. Be 
men of faith. Let goodness alone flow 
from your belief. 


PRT Sm 


FORGIVENESS IS NOT EASY 


Forgiveness Is Not Easy 





Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 


“Have patience with me and I will pay thee all” (Matt. 18, 26). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Forgiveness does not come easy. 
(2) Lean near His Sacred Heart. 
(3) Consider, too, the deep wounds we have 
inflicted. 


In relating this parable of the un- 
merciful servant, Jesus intends, first, 
that we ask our Heavenly Father for 
forgiveness, and then extend mercy to 
our fellow man. By our transgressions 
we have offended God much more than 
our neighbor in any way has ever hurt 
us. We owe God a_ tremendously 
greater debt:than any person owes us. 
This difference in debt is made clear 
today by the extreme disparity between 
the ten thousand talents a servant owed 
his king and the mere hundred denarii 
which the second servant owed the first. 
The difference in the two debts is really 
ridiculous: nine million dollars as com- 
pared to about forty-five dollars. 


FORGIVENESS DOES NOT 
COME EASY 


Certainly it is a fact that most of us 
find it extremely difficult to forgive those 
who have hurt us. With dancing 
tongues the envious may have _ pro- 
nounced against us deceitful and sean- 
dalous words. The jealous may have 
undermined our reputation. They who 
live in a narrow world amid false piety 
and pride may have spent much time in 
trying to break our own stout hearts. 
And these we are supposed to forgive! 
Every emotion cries out for revenge; 
our mind reflects hard upon such foul 
play; we build up a tide of resentment. 
Once resentment enters the picture, 
however, we begin to punish ourselves 
instead of the offender, though we do 


not realize this. And it is precisely 
upon this very human consideration of 
probably compounding the damage to 
ourselves, that we should rest and give 
Jesus a chance to work with our own 
vindictive hearts. For if we allow our 
wounded hearts to dictate our subse- 
quent words and actions, we shall grow 
in bitterness and decrease in serenity; 
hence, we shall hurt ourselves the more. 
Give Christ a chance with our injured 
hearts; let Him hold our hearts near His 
own for awhile. In due time we shall 
discover a strange new kind of happi- 
ness taking possession of our soul. 
The sinner who can grasp the won- 
derful merey of God toward himself 
will find much easier the will to forgive 
his own fellow man for any personal 
offense against him. Because so few of 
us comprehend “his judgments and his 
ways,” we fail in an appreciation of 
God’s merey. And so we are hardly 
models of merey.” It might be worth 
the try, therefore, to aim at the second 
target first—to place our vindictive 
hearts in God’s hands, even blindly— 
and allow Him to hold them for awhile. 
This may sound like a mere human way 
toward a solution, but it is not exclu- 
sively so. The fact that we do ask God 
to take our hearts, even just for today, 
makes our attempt pleasing to Him. 
Granted that we have been defamed 
or traduced, there is nothing much we 
‘an do about it at the moment. We are 
resentful, but if we allow the smolder- 
ing fires of indignation to burn, we shall 
only heighten the flame and harm our- 
selves. If we can only realize that the 
worst is over, that the blow has been 
struck, and that actually we have to 
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suffer only for today, because as yet 
there is not tomorrow, we may find 
present resignation easier than if we 
picture the whole future with its acri- 
monious implications. 


LEAN NEAR HIS SACRED HEART 


“Dear God, you take my heart. Hold 
it fast because it yearns for vengeance, 
and I am afraid.” If we can think like 
this and mean it, then our hearts are 
not ours for the present. They are 
under God’s power, and we can just 
wait. There is a great virtue in waiting, 
for it requires patience. Instead of 
forcing the initiative, we let circum- 
stances and situations carry on, and it 
is surprising how frequently these will 
work their way gradually to a happy 
solution. It is better that we do this 
“just for today.” Anticipating too 
many tomorrows and surmising possi- 
bilities may destroy our patience. 

Eventually, taking things day by 
day only, we shall experience a feeling 
of calmness and a serenity of mind. 
God will give us back our hearts. In- 
stead of the vengeful hearts which we 
gave to Him originally, we shall find 
our hearts placid and warm from being 
so near to God. We shall slowly per- 
ceive that through our patience He has 
happily rewarded us with a resigned 


and peaceful heart. “Have patience 
with me and I will pay thee all.” 


THE WOUNDS WE 
HAVE INFLICTED 


Then, perhaps, can follow more easily 
what Jesus wants primarily: our own 
humble approach to God the Father 
for pardon. He did not mention the ten 
thousand talents and the hundred de- 
narii for nothing. Christ wants us to 
have a deep sense of our own unworthi- 
ness, something which we seldom have. 
Amid the tranquillity of soul which we 
gain by the calm acceptance, only for 
today, of our neighbor’s calumniation 
or injustice, we shall be able to look up 
toward God our Father and realize 
better how much we have hurt Him 
through our many infidelities. Our own 
human wounds will be seen as slight 
compared to those we have inflicted 
upon God. As a matter of fact, we 
shall come to see that we have deserved 
all our wounds in punishment for our 
own sins. Our recognition of this can 
be a long step toward valuable penance. 
Resentment will be buried, which is so 
important. Our heart will seem un- 
ruffed by human injury, and we shall 
come to know how true are these words 
of today’s gospel: “Have patience with 
me and I will pay thee all.” 


Watch and Pray for Our Country 


Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 


“Render, therefore, to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things 
that are God’s” (Matt. 22, 21). 


OUTLINE: 


(1) Dilemma proposed—and exposed. 
(2) Church-State conflict ts unnatural. 
(3) Watch and pray for America. 


We are citizens of the world, but also 
and, more jmportantly, citizens of the 
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kingdom of God. We are creatures 
made of body and soul, placed on this 
earth for awhile, during which time we 
must prove our loyalty and worth to 
our Creator, prove that we love and 
choose Him above all created things. 











WATCH AND PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY 


As citizens of two worlds, subject to the 
authority of man and of God, there can 
be conflict in our lives. However, we 
do know from our teaching Church that 
such conflict can and must be resolved, 
and that good citizenship in one area is 
closely allied with better citizenship in 
the other. Christ Himself brings this 
out very clearly in today’s gospel. 


DILEMMA PROPOSED 


The Pharisees were ready to lead 
Jesus into a trap. In order to play 
down their own deception, they did not 
themselves approach Christ, but “sent 
to him their disciples with the Hero- 
dians.” Their disciples, of course, were 
their youthful students studying to be 
rabbis. The ‘Herodians were more po- 
litical than religious, disagreed with the 
Pharisees in their ambitions, but, with 
them, played up to the Roman au- 
thority so that nothing would interfere 
with their own power as things stood. 
Cunningly they began their conversa- 
tion with flattery. “Master,” they 
said, ‘““we know that thou are truthful, 
and that thou teachest the way of God 
in truth and that thou carest naught 
for any man; for thou does not regard 
the person of men.” Then came the 
clever question: ‘Tell us, therefore, 
what dost thou think; is it lawful to 
give tribute to Caesar, or not?” Un- 
doubtedly they were hoping for a de- 
cision against the Roman government, 
for then they could really turn Christ 
over to the authorities. On the other 
hand, if Christ did insist on payment to 
Rome, then He would lose His high 
standing among His own people. They 
felt that they had Jesus on the pro- 
verbial spot. 


DILEMMA EXPOSED 


Our Lord knew that His questioners 


were insincere, and so He could have 
refused to answer. But He did not 
refuse. As He was not unknown to do, 
Jesus made His interrogators assist in 
their own losing game. Branding them 
as hypocrites, He called for the “coin 
of the tribute.” On it was the name of 
Tiberius Caesar, and, therefore, who 
else had a right to that coin but Caesar! 
“Render, therefore, to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” Christ was emphasiz- 
ing that life of a civil nature lay in one 
separate sphere, that the spiritual rela- 
tion of men to God lay in another, and 
that there need be no conflict, provided, 
of course, that demands of the State 
did not deter men from fulfilling their 
obligations to God. Christ’s answer 
confounds His opponents simply be- 
cause their thoughts of a Messiah to 
come were merely political, whereas 
the mission of Jesus, as we well know, 
was spiritual. 


CHURCH-STATE CONFLICT 
IS UNNATURAL 


The conflict that may arise between 
the two authorities of Church and 
State can come from one side only. 
The State alone can be so demanding 
as to prevent man from serving his God. 
Never will God stop man from being a 
good citizen in a lawful society. All 
power comes from God. Power from 
God is on a loan basis, and the State 
which temporarily possesses this au- 
thority must ever use it for the good 
of the individual himself. If the State 
fails to use it for this purpose, it is abus- 
ing God’s gift of power. 

In this era we are sadly familiar 
with the audacious and terrible en- 
croachment throughout the world of 
the power of an evil State upon the 
-rights of individuals. We are witnesses 
to awesome tryranny, where men and 
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women are regarded by the State as 
mere bodies, for the Russian State has 
herded much of mankind within the 
reach of its murderous armament, and 
the fact that the Son of God suffered 
and died for these enslaved people is 
secretly buried only in the hearts of 
those who have retained under perilous 
circumstances their faith and hope in 
God, and their great love for Him. 
They know He has not forgotten them. 


WATCH AND PRAY 
FOR AMERICA 


Our dear Mother Church has taught 
her children to be good subjects both 
under God and under man. Fidelity to 
the Ten Commandments and to her 
own Church laws will of itself help 
greatly toward civil allegiance. One 
who has the desire to serve God will 
possess an added impetus to obey the 
laws and the suggestions of one’s own 
land, and to make it even a more 
cherished land. Our children from their 
earliest days are schooled in their obli- 
gation to obey parents and Church and 
Nation. 

We are fortunate in the United States 
to find no major conflict between our 
religious duties and our civil responsi- 
bilities. We live in a free land, one so 
dedicated to individual liberty that 


even those who would advocate any 
overthrow of the form and idéals of our 
national life are given sometimes even 
fantastic opportunities to avoid indict- 
ment. Yet there do exist among us 
those who would prefer America to be 
subservient to Moscow. Because of 
this insidious danger Catholics must 
pray most earnestly. Catholics, be- 
‘ause of their religion, have a serious 
responsibility to help preserve the in- 
tegrity of the United States. Because 
we live under a flag that symbolizes 
freedom of conscience, because our na- 
tional mind bends backward to main- 
tain personal rights, we should ever be 
more than anxious to include in our 
prayers that Almighty God will hold 
America secure both from the fright of 
might without and the might of fright 
within. 

The enslaved peoples behind the Iron 
Curtain—and the Bamboo Curtain— 
‘an give to God the adoration of their 
hearts from amid the holocaust. It is 
not impossible that we in America also 
‘an be brought to our knees. If God 
is to be given the things that are God’s, 
then we must first pray that He will 
protect us; secondly, we must give to 
America what belongs to America, the 
greatest of which is loyalty, and affec- 
tion, and constant vigilance. 


Recognition Is Not Enough 


Feast of Christ the King 


“My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18, 36). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Recognition of His kingship is not 
enough. 
(2) Lucifer’s battle plan. 
(3) Rewards of campaigning under the 
banner of Christ the King. 
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Pontius Pilate, Roman governor of 
Palestine in the days when Jesus was 
on trial for his life, was in the proc- 
ess of examining Jesus for evidence 


of treason against Tiberius Caesar, the 


. 


J 


- 
~ 


— 


RECOGNITION IS NOT ENOUGH 


Roman Emperor. Probably expecting 
a dissenting reply, Pilate asked, “Art 
thou the king of the Jews?” Looking 
at Pilate, Jesus drew a distinction. He 
asked if Pilate’s question came directly 
from the governor as a Roman or came 
from the Jews; He then implied that if 
by “king” was meant a rival to the Em- 
peror, the answer was “No”; if by 
“king” was meant the Messias of the 
“Yes,” 
Pilate, judging the entire proceeding 
as a strictly Jewish affair, asked Jesus 
what He had done. Christ did not 
that question, but instead 
clearly defined what His own kingship 
was, declaring that His was “not of 
this world.” Otherwise, Christ 


Israelites, the answer was 


answer 


made 
clear, He would naturally have soldiers 
and guards who could have fought 
against His arrest. His kingship was 
not of earth and, therefore, He was no 
opponent of the Emperor. 

Surprised at an assertion of kingship 
of any kind, Pilate asked, ‘Thou art 
then a king?” This time Jesus said 
“Ves,” and He brought out that He 
was a Teacher-King, born and present 
in the world to proclaim the royal au- 
thority of truth. “Everyone,” said 
Christ, “who is of the truth hears my 
voice.” In other words, everyone who 

sympathy with the truth 
would obey Him. 


possesses 


RECOGNITION OF HIS KINGSHIP 
IS NOT ENOUGH 


Jesus has just made clear that 
He is King, that His kingdom is of 
heaven and resides in the souls of men. 
We who possess the faith know these 
truths. They are an unchallenged part 
of our own spiritual thinking, but in 
their implications we may have much 
to learn. If Jesus is our King, then He 
has the right to rule us, and we have 
the corresponding obligation to obey. 


This sounds very fine and, though we 
recognize the truth of it, we cannot 
pretend that all things are right on 
this score. For the fact of the matter 
is that, though we wish to be completely 
loyal and obedient to our King, we do 
fail miserably at times. We know that 
we must at all times strive to live in 
the state of grace, but we must never 
try to live by the minimum required. 
Our King will see good faith in us and 
send us even more of His divine aid. 
It is only when we permanently give 
up and continue in habitual sin without 
attempting the use of the sacraments 
that our King may have a difficult time 
with us. 

“My kingdom is not of this world.” 
Christ died to save the souls of all men. 
He wants everyone to live with Him in 
heaven, to share His kind of happiness 
forever. Now when Jesus spoke these 
words, He let us in on a secret. In 
this work of salvation, which He con- 
tinues through His Chureh, He wants 
us to assist Him. A great privilege, is 
it not, to lend one’s aid to a king like 
Jesus in such a labor of love? Un- 
doubtedly there is scarcely anyone who 
would not wish to serve. But before 
we can help Him we must train hard, 
so that we can fight for Him as efficient 
It is actually here, in our so- 
called “boot training” in the spiritual 
life, that we fall short of our goal, and 
sometimes fail even as recruits. Be- 
fore we can ever take the field of battle 
for our King in His work of saving 
souls, we must ourselves learn well the 
art of self-defense against our enemy. 


soldiers. 


LUCIFER’S BATTLE PLAN 


Lucifer, the fallen archangel, does 
not approach us in any random or 
‘casual way. To capture our souls 
Lucifer very definite and well 
formulated plans. It would be wise on 


uses 
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our part to realize that he approaches 
us in four ways; through our flesh, our 
senses, love of self, and love of the 
world. From the story of Paradise, 
when Adam and Eve were his victims, 
we know that he is a master of deceit. 
May we never feel that by our own 
human strength alone we can outwit 
him! We need divine help all the way, 
and this means frequent confession and 
Holy Communion. 

That Satan deceives us through our 
flesh is evident. We must be violent 
with our flesh and not pamper it. This 
demands the self-discipline of a soldier 
in training. Through our senses, also, 
Satan comes upon us, and this requires 
the constant vigilance of a sentry, for 
we can never afford to let down our 


guard. Then there is the insidious ap- 
proach of Satan through self-love, 


which is probably the most treacherous 
of any of his manceuvers. Self-love is 
blinding and destroys everything rooted 
in it, even what appears good. Luci- 
fer’s final route of onslaught is through 
love of the world, the desire to become 
conspicuous, to collect honors and in- 
fluence. In this way we shall be led 
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to pride—to the very status where 


Lucifier himself was before he fell. 





REWARDS OF THE CAMPAIGN 


These are the dangers we must face, 
and conquer, and control before we can 
don effectively the uniform of Christ’s 
army. For it is warfare we must enter 
if we want to help our King. Jesus is 
battling for souls. We must fight under 
Him. At times we shall be afraid; but 
a real hero is one who is afraid, but 
fights on. What an opportunity for 
each of us to save his own immortal 
soul by helping to save the souls of 
others! By a kind gesture, a tactful 
and gracious invitation, a generous in- 
terest, good example and prayer, we 
can lead wavering soldiers back to their 
King. We can enable them to take up 
arms once again in His cause. 

Finally the day will come when we 
shall be mustered out of service. It will 
be at the moment when our soul leaves 
our body. We shall wing our way to 
the royal throne of Christ the King. 
We shall see Him face to face, Him for 
whom we have campaigned through 
these many months and years. 
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Trials of a Shepherd 


By RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., LL.D., Ed.D. 


D. the biographers of the Curé 
of Ars exaggerate his lack of learning? 
Certainly they speak at length about it, 
but Msgr. Trochu, whose voluminous 
work on the Curé is perhaps the best of 
the biographies of the humble priest, 
has this to say about Abbé Vianney’s 
examination with a view to his ordina- 
tion to the priesthood: ‘The learned 
examiner questioned Abbé Vianney for 
more than an hour on the most difficult 
questions of moral theology. He was 
pleased with his answers, and even as- 


tonished at his clearness and accu- 


racy.” 

There is no question that student 
Vianney had made his preparation for 
the priesthood under extreme difficulty. 
The wars of Napoleon had drained the 
manhood of the country. There was a 
great dearth of vocations to the priest- 
hood, and the candidates who offered 
themselves were seldom given what we 
would esteem as adequate training. 
The young Vianney was very frank in 
admitting that there were certain gaps 
in his knowledge. At the same time 
there is an intimation of less than ade- 
quate training in the words of the Vicar 
General when he received from Abbé 
Bochard, the examiner of Vianney, the 
report of the final examination of Jean- 
Marie. “It is not only learned priests 
that the Church needs,” said the Vicar 
General, ‘but, still more, devoted 
priests.” 


‘The Curé d’Ars, by Abbé Francis Trochu, 
translated by Dom Ernest Graf, OS.B. (The 
Newman Press, Westminster, Maryland; 
1953). 


. 


VIANNEY’S SPONSOR DIES 


We have made note of the fact that 
Abbé Vianney’s first appointment was 
to the parish of Ecully, where he was 
under the guidance of his good friend 








Monsignor Campbell is Editor of THE 
CatHotic Epucator and Vice-President 
General of the National Catholic Edu- 


cation Association. 





and sponsor, M. Balley, the curé of 
Ecully. He patterned his priestly life 
after the example of this great man who 
was to him a kindly father rather than 
a stern taskmaster. M. Balley led a 
prayerful penitential life, “eating little 
but always hospitable, never wasting a 
moment.” He was an excellent model 
to his assistant. He reminded the 
young priest that he must not neglect 
the Rituel de Toulon, which must be re- 
viewed thoroughly before he applied 
for faculties. 

Jean-Marie spent much time in pre- 
paring his sermons, but even his sister 
Gothon, who walked over from Dar- 
dilly to hear him, expressed herself as 
not much impressed by his sermons. 
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After some months M. Balley obtained 
faculties for his curate, and he immedi- 
ately took over a great part of the work 
in the confessional. M. Balley fell vie- 
tim to an ulcer which grew gradually 
worse and caused his death in Decem- 
ber, 1817. Jean-Marie never forgot his 
guide and counselor, and his words are 
M. Balley’s best eulogy: “I have en- 
countered some beautiful souls in my 
time, but none so fine as his.” 

The death of his friend marked the 
end of an epoch in the life of Abbé 
Vianney. Within a few months, Febru- 
ary 9, 1818, the young curate was ap- 
pointed a parish priest of Ars, an ob- 
scure village in the countryside north of 
Lyon. Here, in the providence of God, 
he was to undertake the great work in 
the care of souls that would occupy his 
every moment during the forty-one 
years of his pastorate in Ars. 


HIS “INSTINCT OF CONQUEST” 


To his love of God and of souls, 
the Curé of Ars brought what has 
been aptly called “the instinct of con- 
quest.” In his analysis of pastoral 
devotedness, Bishop Hedley says that 
it “seems to consist of three quali- 
ties: the love of God, the love of souls, 
and what I may call the instinct of con- 
quest.”” The shepherd of souls will ac- 
cept no compromise where the interests 
of eternal souls are at stake. Abbé 
Vianney had come to Ars with some 
knowledge of the sad condition of re- 
ligion there. He knew that a number 
of his parishioners were ignorant of the 
most elementary notions of the cate- 
chism. “This was especially true,” 
writes Trochu, ‘of those who had grown 
up during the [French] Revolution— 
that is, the young men and women be- 
tween the ages of twenty five and 
thirty five. It was they who were the 
chief causes of scandal. Some of them 
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went so far as to boast of their conduct, 
openly asserting that they saw no harm 
in their dances, their profanation of the 
Sunday, and How 
were wandering sheep to be 
brought back to the fold? The new 
pastor was painfully aware of his help- 
lessness; he did not lose heart, how- 
ever—God and time would work for 


other disorders. 


these 


him. ... 

“M. Vianney was well aware that the 
most formidable obstacle that lay in 
his way was the inertness of a popula- 
tion that did not wish to be disturbed in 
its habits of life. He had been received 
in every house. Those who were faith- 
ful in attending Sunday Mass would go 
on doing so, but he must not ask for 
more. 

“He, however, would not leave them 
undisturbed in_ their tran- 
quillity. Conscious of his responsibil- 
ity towards his flock, he was fully re- 
solved to give them no peace until the 
day when abuses should have vanished 
from the parish. He would indeed pray 
and do penance, but he would likewise 


sluggish 


speak and act.” 

The new curé joined constant pen- 
ance to constant prayer for his parish- 
ioners. If they would not pray, he 
would pray for them; if they would not 
do penance, he would offer his penance 
for them. His biographers tell us that 
this first period of his work at Ars was 
the most austere of his whole life. He 
ate little, and sometimes days would go 
by without him touching food. His 
friends and parishioners were generous 
in sending him victuals, but he distrib- 
uted them to the poor. He prepared 
boiled potatoes sufficient for a week, 
and ate them only occasionally. 

CAMPAIGN AGAINST 

INDIFFERENCE AND IGNORANCE 


His first objective was to train all the 
members of his parish to the proper ob- 
. 
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servance of the Lord’s day. Many did 
not go to Mass at all; others failed to 
comply with their obligation on the 
slightest pretext. The Curé resolved 
to make his humble church more at- 
tractive. Within a short period of time 
he had thoroughly restored the old 
ehureh at Ars. It was his joy to help in 
the erection of as beautiful an altar as 
possible. He insisted constantly on 
having the best for the service of God in 
His church. 

The zealous curé came to the conelu- 
sion that the great misfortune of his 
flock was their ignorance of religion and 
the indifference that resulted therefrom. 
Their faith was blurred, obscure, dull. 
This sad state flowed from their igno- 
rance, but he made them see that willful 
ignorance is & sin. “We are convinced,” 
he declared from the pulpit, “that this 
sin alone causes the loss of more souls 
than all the other sins together, because 
he who is ignorant does not realize the 
harm he does by his sin, nor the great 
good he thus forfeits.” 

It was necessary to include the youth 
of the village in his program of instruc- 
tion. When only six or seven years of 
age the children of Ars were made to 
tend the sheep and cattle. A boy of 
twelve or older was expected to help his 
father, for agricultural laborers were 
scarce. Little wonder that very few of 
the children could read. At first, few 
came to the catechism lessons, and then 
only during the winter months. In his 
zeal the Curé gathered together these 
unhappy children as early as six o’clock 
weekday morning that they 
might prepare themselves properly for 
their first Communion. He cajoled the 


every 


children into regular attendance at 
catechism through offering prizes. In 
fact, he stopped at nothing to provide 
regular instruction for every one of his 


parishioners in need of it, and he ceased 


. 


catechizing in person only when sent an 
assistant in 1945. For twenty-seven 
years he worked alone with no thought 
of himself or his own comfort. 

The Abbé Tailhades relates that he 
began with impressive reflections that 
sometimes moved his listeners to tears. 
After the recitation he gave further ex- 
planation, if necessary, and thus made 
certain that every pupil understood the 
lesson. He required strict attention 
and, though he inflicted slight punish- 
ments for infractions, “his chief object 
was to encourage them, and by his gen- 
tleness to inspire them with that filial 
affection which includes perfect rever- 
ence.” On Sunday he admitted all his 
parishioners to these lessons and he in- 
sisted that they, too, pay strict atten- 
tion. Their teacher never wearied of re- 
peating the same thing again and again, 
and thus fixing it in the memory as well 
as the understanding. Little wonder 
that the children of Ars achieved a 
reputation for themselves in their own 
immediate district because of their ex- 
cellent mastery of the catechism. 
Pupils who failed were made to take 
supplementary catechism lessons, and 
were not admitted to their first Com- 
munion until they gave proof of satis- 
factory knowledge. M. Vianney would 
not hesitate to keep “them back for an- 
other year, whatever might be their 


age.” 
VIANNEY AS PREACHER 


His zeal for the instruction of the 
adult population of his parish foreed 
him to spend many hours in the prepa- 
ration of his sermon. Though he talked 
hesitatingly at first, his command of 
language improved with practice, and 
the day would come when many promi- 
nent persons, including great orators 
and great prelates, would sit at his feet 
to learn widsom. 

Abbé Vianney sought inspiration at 
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the foot of the altar. He prayed to his 
Master that he might imitate Him in 
the simplicity of his presentation of the 
most sublime truths. But suecess did 
not always crown his effort. After 
hours of writing and study, his memory, 
never retentive, sometimes failed him. 
“In the pulpit,’ writes the village 
schoolmaster, “he sometimes got so lost 
that he had to come down without fin- 
ishing his discourse.”’ This humiliation 
did not discourage him. He knew that 
in the pulpit a priest fulfills one of the 
most sacred duties of his important 
office, and this conviction filled him with 
zeal and courage. He was not an orator 
in the ordinary acceptance of that term, 
but his utter naturalness in voice and 
gesture drew people to him. 


”? 


We who read of his ignorance of the 
arts of human eloquence and of his 
many long sermons to eager audiences, 
desire to know the secret of his success. 
An analysis is impossible here, for the 
dabitur vobis is involved and this de- 
fies analysis and is not governed by 
rules. In his preaching he gave heed to 
St. Paul’s injunction to Titus: “Re- 
buke them sharply that they may be 
sound in the faith.” Only the ardor of 
the Curé’s zeal explained or excused the 
vigor of his language. Strict with him- 
self, he demanded much of others. His 
strong language was characteristic of 
the period in which he lived, for the evil 
tree of Jansenism, though prostrate on 
the ground, hid many a dangerous root. 
It is recorded by Abbé Martin that the 
pulpits of the neighboring churches re- 
sounded with like accents; good pastors 
everywhere sought to guard their people 
from all forms of hazard to the faith. 

The Curé realized that spiritual hus- 
bandry must plant as well as root up. 
He sought to ground his flock in the 
practice of its religion. If some dese- 
crated the Sunday or blasphemed, he 
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-alled them to strict account: “You 
poor people, how wretched you are! 
Pursue your wonted way! go on! but all 
you may expect is hell.” One frank 
farmer said the Curé’s sermons are al- 
ways good, but they are always on hell. 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
LOCAL DISORDERS 


A change came with the passing of 
the years. “As he grew older,” writes 
Sheppard, “the severity of his earlier 
years as a priest diminished. He 
learned that there was another, and 
more approved, school besides that of 
Msgr. Joly de Choin and his Rituel de 
Toulon. Abbé Raymond .. . procured 
for him Gousset’s French translation 
and adaptation of St. Alphonsus’ moral 
theology.’” In his mature years it was 
only in very exceptional cases that he 
deferred absolution for long periods. 
This was a far cry from the rigor of his 
youth when he was known to refuse 
absolution for as much as six years in 
the case of a young lady who would not 
entirely give up her participation in 
dancing. 

In his early pastorate in Ars, so his- 
torians tell us, he gave eight years of 
ceaseless efforts to eliminating every 
profanation of the Sunday. He even 
journeyed into the fields on Sunday 
that he might catch some of the of- 
fenders red-handed. His apostolate 
was finally rewarded; for the over- 
whelming majority of the people of 
Ars the Sunday became indeed the 
Lord’s day. The evils of dancing gave 
him stronger opposition, and success 
over that source of sin cost the holy 
priest twenty-five years of effort. He 
spoke frequently of dancing as “the 
rope by which the devil drags the great- 


* Portrait of a Parish Priest, by Lancelot C. 
Sheppard (The Newman Press, Westminster, 
Maryland; 1958). . 
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est number of souls into the abyss of 
hell.” By the year 1830 dances had 
been suppressed as regards the center of 
the village, but complete and final vic- 
tory crowned his efforts only at the 
close of a mission in 1847. 

The scandalous dress of women called 
for stern measures, for many women 
violated the most elementary rules of 
modesty. In one of his sermons he 
called to account “that mother who can 
think of nothing but her daughter. She 
is far more concerned whether her bon- 
net is put on properly than whether the 
child has given her heart to God. She 
beseeches her daughter not to be un- 
sociable—to be gracious to everybody 
so as to form acquaintances and even- 
tually to ‘get off.’ Soon the girl’s one 
aim will be to'attract. Her extravagant 
and indecent dress proclaims her to be 
a tool by means of which hell seeks the 
ruin of souls. Only at the judgment- 
seat of God will such a one know the 
number of crimes of which she has been 
the cause.”” Mindful of his words, the 
women and girls of Ars began to prac- 
tice modesty and reserve, and became 
an edification to the thousands of pil- 
grims who flocked to that favored. vil- 
lage. 

M. Vianney was wise enough to know 
that he who denounces popular vices 
and disorders challenges opposition. 
“Tf a priest is determined not to lose his 
soul,” he exclaimed, “‘so soon as any dis- 
order arises in the parish he must tram- 
ple under foot all human considerations 
as well as the fear of the contempt and 
hatred of his people. He must not al- 
low anything to bar his way in the dis- 
charge of duty, even where he is certain 
of being murdered on coming down 
from the pulpit. A pastor who wants to 
do his duty must keep his sword in hand 
at all times.” 


VICTIM OF GOSSIP 


The Curé did not mince words, and he 
incurred the ill will of some of his 
parishioners who were not ready to give 
up their vices and correct their faults. 
These offenders slandered him and tried 
to distort everything he said to their 
own purposes. Seven of his parish- 
ioners, displeased with his strictures, 
summoned him to quit the village. 
Certainly the incident caused M. 
Vianney much pain. A blow of a more 
serious nature soon followed. Cather- 
ine Lassagne wrote an official account 
of this latter incident: ‘On the occa- 
sion of a village scandal—a wretched 
girl, having lost her honour, had become 
a mother in a house close to the presby- 
tery—some criminals sought to tarnish 
the reputation of the servant of God. 
It was but a rumour, utterly baseless, 
for it was not possible to detect in his 
conduct anything that could have risen 
to the veriest shadow of a suspicion.” 

Little wonder that the Curé was so 
depressed by this wicked gossip that he 
decided to quit the parish. Others dis- 
suaded him on the plea that he would 
thus give a measure of plausibility to 
these infamous rumors. We see in this 
trial that God was molding His servant 
for more severe trials that lay before 
him. He was gently teaching His 
faithful priest that the cross must not 
make him lose his inward peace. In his 
unshakable faith the Curé never yielded 
to discouragement. Sickness came to 
add to his sufferings, and as he reached 
his fortieth year he contracted a fever 
that never left him. It was at this point 
that he was offered the parish of 
Fariens, but he declined it. 


PILGRIMAGES TO ARS BEGIN; 
SOME STRANGE REACTIONS 


In the work of restoring the church, 
Abbé Vianney had unwittingly made 
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TRIALS OF A SHEPHERD 


everything ready for the famous pil- 
grimage to Ars. Pilgrimage was the 
term applied to “that endless procession 
of strangers of every nation, saints and 
sinners, who came to seek health, light, 
and change of heart from one whom, 
long before the infallible decrees of the 
Apostolic See, they delighted in calling 
the saint.” 

By 1828 Abbé Vianney was busy all 
day ministering to the members of the 
pilgrimage, but it is worthy of note that 
he set aside a certain specified time 
ach day to minister to the members of 
his own parish. Many who came 
claimed a miracle, but the Curé attrib- 
uted all marvels that occurred at Ars 
to the intercession of St. Philomena, a 
virgin martyr of the primitive Church, 
to whom he had great devotion. 

Today the clergy urge their parish- 
ioners to undertake a pilgrimage to a 
given shrine. This was not so at Ars. 
At any rate, remarked Sheppard, the 
local clergy were opposed to people go- 
ing there and endeavored to persuade 
them from it. They evinced, says Shep- 
pard, an attitude not unknown in cleri- 
eal circles, namely, distrust of anything 
that rose above the mediocrity of their 
own methods and ideals. Some of the 
clergy sent out a circular letter, later to 
be submitted to the bishop, in which 
they denounced Abbé Vianney. A copy 
of the document came into his hands; 
he signed his name on it and dispatched 
it to the bishop, remarking, “Now they 
have my signature, the evidence against 
the culprit is complete.” This denunci- 
ation did not diminish the flood of pil- 
They came in hundreds, and 
later in thousands. It is estimated that 
120,000 made the journey to Ars in the 
last year of Abbé Vianney’s life. 


erims. 


The bishop sent his Vicar General 
to investigate the charges filed against 


Abbé Vianney by his fellow priests. 


The Abbé himself spoke not a word in 
his defense. He explained simply that 
the pilgrims came of their own accord 
and that he went in search of no one. 
He requested that the burden of the 
‘rare of souls be taken from his un- 
worthy shoulders. This the bishop re- 
fused to do. Need we say that the in- 
vestigation furnished abundant vindi- 
cation of the holy priest? To his ac- 
cusers the bishop said, “I do not know 
whether he is learned or not, but what I 
do know very well is that the Holy 
Ghost enlightens. him.” 


HIS FINAL YEARS 
From 1824 to 1858 the Curé of Ars 


was subjected to the molestations of 
the evil one. The devil began with 
some rather trivial vexations. At first 
the Curé did not realize that he had to 
deal with the spirit of darkness. 
Alarmed by the manifestations, he ap- 
pealed to the mayor for protection. 
No personal violence was done to the 
Curé and he soon adjusted himself to 
the various phenomena through which 
the evil one manifested his presence. 
The holy man noticed that violent 
tumult was the devil’s prelude to the 
arrival of big sinners in Ars. “Grappin” 
was the nickname he gave his visitor, 
but Grappin’s visits never discouraged 
the Curé. In the last year of his life he 
was no longer subject to the annoyance 
of his visits. 

In 1845 Abbé Raymond began a term 
of eight years as curate to the Curé. It 
is correct to say that he was an aggres- 
sive, bumptious, ambitious individual; 
he was a great trial to Abbé Vianney 
during all the years he retained his post. 
Yet the good Curé spoke of him in high 
terms to the bishop and asked that “his 
beloved M. Raymond” be left with him 
a little longer. Later the curate suf- 
fered a change of heart and said his only 
regret was not to have profited by the 
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example of the good Cure. 
As we close this essay it seems that 


many things vital to the story have 
been omitted. The Curé gave his life 


for the welfare of souls, and wrought 


his own salvation through his work for 


others. Yearning always for solitude 


and the contemplative life, he resisted 
this yearning as if it were a temptation 
and lived a most active life. With 
utter confidence in the Master whom 
he served, he gave himself generously 
to all who came to him for help. The 
Master is his exceeding great reward. 
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| Questions ANswerep 


By CECIL L. PARRES, C.M., J.C.D. 


Editor of this department since June, 
1957, Father Parres is Professor of Canon | 
Law and Moral Theology at Assumption | 
Seminary, San Antonio, Texas. Prior to | 
this, he taught at St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Perryville, Missouri. 








Military Faculties and 
Confession of Civilian 
Question: On vacation in a place 
where I did not have faculties of the 
diocese, I was called on to help the 
chaplain on a military post. The 
chaplain told me he could extend the 
necessary faculties of the military 
ordinariate for hearing confessions. 
Would these faculties include the hear- 
ing of the confessions of civilians who 
may come to confession on the military 
post? 
SUBSTITUTUS 
Answer: According to the Vade 
Mecum, issued by the Military Ordi- 
nariate, containing the faculties of the 
Military Ordinariate, military chap- 
lains may hear the confessions of sub- 
jects of the Military Ordinariate no 
matter where they may be (n. 20).! 
The same chaplains may hear the con- 
fessions of non-subjects who come to 
them while they are hearing confessions 
in places reserved for the military (n. 
21). The decree of the Sacred Consis- 
torial Congregation, September 8, 1957, 
erecting the Military Vicariate for the 


*Vade Mecum for the Priest Serving the 
Military Vicariate of the United States, pub- 
lished by the Military Ordinariate, Nov., 1957. 


United States, mentions that chaplains, 
both major and minor, can validly and 
licitly hear the confession of anyone 
who comes to them in places reserved 
for the military (cf. Vade Mecum, p. 
5). Number 23 of the faculties em- 
powers chaplains to subdelegate in par- 
ticular instances, for the purpose of 
hearing confessions, any priest not 
serving with the armed forces who en- 
joys the faculties of his own diocese, 
or, if he is a religious, has the approval 
of his superiors to hear confessions. 

Hence military chaplains or other 
priests properly delegated by them can 
hear the confessions of persons who are 
not subject to the Military Vicariate, 
in virtue of the military faculties, pro- 
vided the confession of the non-subject 
is heard on the military post or some 
place reserved for the military. 


Press Reports on 
Dispensations from Rome 


Question: In recent years Rome has 
on several occasions announced via the 
Associated Press, radio, and television 
that Catholics were dispensed from the 
law of abstinence on certain days. At 
any rate the news reached priest and 
people alike after Sunday, with no 


1125 








\/ 


THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


4 SIMPLEST | 
SYSTEM YET! 
REGIMENT 
YOUR KEYS! 










Drawer Model 
for 40 Keys 





Fits desk drawers or file cabinets 





Like other Ke-master cabinets, the Key- | 
drawer is constructed of welded steel 
for maximum protection. It is available | 
in three sizes (with capacities of 40, 80 
or 120 keys) and crackle-finish colors 
(gray, light green and tan). Handles 
are available for portability. 


Other Ke-master systems are designed 
for capacities ranging from 10 keys to 
more than 800. | 
Ke-master Key Control | 
provides these advantages: | 
@ A tag to identify each key ¢ A sturdy | 
spiral wire that aligns key tags neatly 
and compactly @ An index for listing 
vital lock and key information @ A unit 
best suited to your needs — a Key Rack, 
Key Board, Key Drawer or Key Cab- 
inet. @ A locked Key Cabinet for maxi- 


| eens cg aa pe eas cg agree 


11 


CUSHMAN 
& DENISON 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
CARLSTADT, NEW JERSEY 


Please forward detailed information on 
Key-drawer and other units of the Ke- 
master Key Control System. HP-9 


| 
mum security At your local stationers | 
| 





Address 
City. 


Zone. 








State. 





las ee see eee ee eee eee 


26 


official notice from the chancery. The 
last dispensation, I believe, came to 
our attention after the Sunday Masses 
and before any comment could be made 
from the pulpit. The result is ecompli- 
cated confusion. One priest tells his 
people to ignore such reports. Another 
is somewhat angered and refuses com- 
ment. 

Should we accept such announce- 
ments of the AP as authentic, since we 
frequently warn our people to beware 
of getting their Catholic information 
or viewpoints from secular sources? 

CONFUSED 

Answer: We are correct in warning 
our people to get their Catholic infor- 
mation from Catholic sources, and or- 
dinarily we would reserve judgment 
concerning an important papal pro- 
nouncement until we could have at 
hand a copy of the complete authentic 
document. Regarding announcements 
made by the AP, radio, or other secular 
sources concerning dispensations from 
fast and abstinence given by the Holy 
Father, we act wisely in awaiting noti- 
fication from the Chancery Office be- 
fore announcing the dispensation to the 
people. However, situations similar to 
the one mentioned in the query do oc- 
cur. I think that experience has proved 
that press reports of such dispensa- 
tions are reliable enough, and in a situ- 
ation where there is no time for veri- 
fication from the chancery we may 
rely on the report of the dispensation. 


Rosary in Common at Mass 


Question: Is it now permissible, for 
the sake of variety at the school chil- 
dren’s daily Mass, to have them oc- 
casionally recite the Rosary in common 
instead of having some form of the 
dialogue Mass? 

Answer: As I answered in the June 
issue, it is not of obligation to have 
some form of the dialogue Mass every 
the Instruction of the 


day, though 
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Sacred Congregation of Rites, Sep- 
tember 3, 1958, calls it the most perfect 
manner of participation in the read 
Mass. 

Perhaps it would be difficult to see 
in the common recitation of the rosary 
an example of what the Instruction 
calls the second manner of participation 
in the Missa lecta. “The second man- 
ner of participation is had when the 
faithful participate in the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice by offering prayers and song 
in common. Provision is to be made 
that the prayers and songs are es- 
pecially suited to the individual parts 
of the Mass (n. 30).” However, in 
view of the words of Mediator Dei re- 
ferred to in the instruction, one could 
not say that an individual who prefers 
to recite the rosary while attending 


Mass does not exercise that first man- 
ner of participation mentioned in. n. 29 
of the instruction, and even an external 
participation. “Since all are not equally 
capable of understanding properly 
liturgical rites and formulas, and since, 
moreover, the needs of the soul are not 
the same in all nor always constant in 
the same individual, for these there 
is a more apt and easier way of par- 
ticipation, namely, by piously medi- 
tating on the mysteries of Jesus Christ, 
or performing other exercises of piety 
or reciting other prayers which, though 
they differ in form from the sacred 
rites, are nevertheless suited to them 
by their nature.” 

Of this I would be certain. Recita- 
tion of the rosary by a group of the 
faithful attending Mass would not be 
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incompatible with the requisite internal 
attention required for proper assistance 
at Mass; nor is it incompatible with 
active interior and exterior participa- 
tion. Though not desirable as a daily 
or regular practice, an occasional 
group-recitation of the rosary should 
not be condemned, for the spiritual 
necessities of a group are not always 
constant, just as the necessities of an 
individual are not always constant. 


Difficulties with “Private Mass”’ 


Question: Recently I was corrected 
by a fellow priest when I mentioned 
something about offering a private Mass 
for a deceased non-Catholic husband 
of a parishioner. He pointed out that, 
according to the recent Instruction on 
Sacred Music and Liturgy (n. 2), the 
expression “private Mass” is to be 
avoided. There are two kinds of 
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the “read Mass” and the 
sung mass,” the latter being either a 
“solemn Mass” or a “Missa cantata” 
I maintain that even if I offer a sung 
Mass for a deceased non-Catholic, with- 
out announcing or publicizing the in- 
tention of the Mass, it will be in a 
moral sense a private Mass. 

REPREHENSUS 


Masses: 


se 


Answer: It is true that the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass is an act of public 
worship, offered to God in the name 
of Christ and the Church, wherever or 
in whatever manner it is offered. As 
the Instruction referred to continues, 
“the expression private Mass is to be 
avoided.”” Hence, liturgically speaking, 
Mass is either a Missa lecta or a Missa 
in cantu, the latter being either a Missa 
solemnis or a Missa cantata. 
Canonically there is a distinction be- 
tween the public and the private cele- 
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bration of Mass. This distinction has 
nothing to do with the liturgical quality 
of the Mass. The distinction is found 
in Canon 33, which speaks of the private 
celebration of Mass in reference to the 
choice of time among the various ca- 
nonically recognized methods of com- 
puting time for the placing of certain 
acts. According to the more common 
opinion, a Mass privately celebrated 
is any Mass, regardless of liturgical 
quality, which is not annexed by ec- 
clesiastical law to an office.* Thus, the 
conventual Mass and the parochial 
Mass are said to be celebrated publicly 
in the juridical or canonical sense. 
Even a sung Mass in a parish church, 
if it is not the parochial Mass, will, ac- 
cording to this juridical distinction, he 
a privately celebrated Mass. 

Canon 2262 indicates that priests 
may apply Mass privately for excom- 
municated persons, but only for the 
conversion of one who is excommuni- 
cated vitandus. In the same sense we 
speak of applying the fruits of the Mass 
privately for deceased non-Catholies. 
It is safe to maintain that the applica- 
tion will be private, provided the in- 
tention in not announced or made pub- 
licly known, though some maintain that 
a sung or solemn Mass is also excluded. 
Note that Canon 1242 excludes only 
the funeral and anniversary Masses in 
the case of those deprived of Christian 
burial. 

Thus, there is a juridical distinction 
to be made also between the private 
and the public application of Mass, and 
often one hears this distinction referred 
to as a moral distinction. 

We notice that in both canons men- 
tioned the code avoids the term private 
Mass and refers only to the private 


2Cf. Michiels, Normae Generales Juris 
Canonici (ed. 2), I, pp. 237-238. 
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celebration and the private application 
of the fruits of the Mass. Conclusion: 
there is no need to change the termi- 
nology of the code and the canonical 
distinction between the private and 
public celebration of Mass and the 
private and the public application of 
the Mass. 


Scapular Medal and 


Brown Scapular 


Question: Is there any official state- 
ment from Rome to verify that the 
various promises attached to the Brown 
Scapular are also attached to the 
scapular medal, granting that the cloth 
scapular is preferred and Pius X stated: 
“T did not intend that the Scapular 
Medal should supplant the Brown 
Scapular in Europe and America”? 
Whereas he did not intend, in large 
measure it has taken place. Also 
Father Rafferty, provincial director of 
the Third Order of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, of the Chicago province, stated 
in a recent article in the Divine Love 
publication, after making the necessary 
qualifications, “Be that as it may, one 
must honestly acknowledge that all the 
Scapular Promises, including the Sab- 
batine Privilege, do apply to the medal, 
except the 500 days indulgence for the 
kissing of the cloth scapular.” 

CONCERNED 

Answer: Though I do not have at 
hand the publication mentioned, I have 
no quarrel with the quoted statement 
as given in the question. The decree 
permitting the wearing of the Scapular 
Medal in place of the various cloth 
scapulars was given by the Congrega- 
tion of the Holy Office, December 16, 
1910.4 In the decree is expressed the 
desire of the Holy Father, Pope Pius X, 
that the use of the various cloth scapu- 
lars be continued. However, it was pro- 
vided that those wearing the scapular 
medal according to the conditions men- 


® AAS, III, p. 23. 











Whenever the faithful have 
gathered in holy worship, 
the glow of candlelight has 
been a visual symbol of faith 
and devotion in the Church. 
This religious practice dates 
back to the early days of 
Christianity and the time of 
the Apostles. We are indeed 
proud and privileged to 
have had a part in promot- 
ing this tradition for over 


a century. 











A. GROSS CANDLE CO. INC. 


Main Office and Plant * Linden, New Jersey 
Branches: New York, New York ® Baltimore, Maryland 
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tioned in the decree could gain all the 
spiritual favors attached to the various 
cloth seapulars. 

Aside from special provisions, regu- 
lar enrollment must take place by use 
of the cloth scapular. After enroll- 
ment a single medal of metal, known as 
the Scapular Medal, may be worn in- 
stead of one or several of the cloth 
scapulars. 

The indulgence of 500 days attached 
to the kissing of the Brown Scapular 
was, according to several reports of the 
indulgence which I have come across, 
granted by Pope Benedict XV, July 8, 
1916, conceding to the Brown Scapular 
this particular indulgence which the 
scapular medal does not enjoy. 


Proper Mass For Visiting Priest 


Question: If a priest of a religious 
order or congregation helps in a parish 
church or semipublie oratory for a few 
weeks or on Sundays, is he allowed to 
follow his own ordo if the chureh or 
oratory is under the care of diocesan 
priests? 

CHAPLAIN 


Answer: The general answer to the 
question is found in the Roman Missal, 
Additiones et Variationes in Rubricis 
Missalis, IV, 6. 


Each and every priest, secular as 
well as religious, shall celebrate Mass, 
even those Masses proper to Regu- 
lars, according to the calendar of 
the church or publie oratory in which 
he celebrates, excluding special rites 
proper to orders and churches. The 
same is to be observed in a semipublic 
oratory, or in the principal chapel 
of seminaries, colleges, pious com- 
munities, hospitals, prisons, and the 
like. But if votive or other Masses 
are permitted according to the cal- 
endar of the church or oratories men- 
tioned, he may celebrate these, ob- 
serving, however, the rubrics and de- 
crees. 
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A priest is to follow the calendar of 
the church or principal semipublic 
oratory in which he says Mass, not his 
own diocesan or religious calendar, even 
if the Mass thus said is proper to the 
church or religious community, even 
the Mass of a beatus. The proper of 
the Mass peculiar to the calendar fol- 
lowed is to be used and the rank of the 
feast according to the calendar is to be 
observed with regard to the number of 
orations, Creed, ete. For instance, if 
on July 19, the feast of St. Vincent de 
Paul, which is observed in the Congre- 
gation of the Mission as a double of the 
first class, with a proper peculiar to the 
Congregation, I should offer Mass in a 
church where the diocesan ordo is fol- 
lowed, I would say the Mass as on a 
feast of double rank, without Credo, 
and would take the proper parts of the 
Mass from the usual place in the Roman 
Missal. 

If the ordo of the church in which 
Mass is said allows a private votive 
Mass, a visiting priest may say either 
the Mass of the day according to the 
calendar of the church in which he is 
celebrating, or he may say a votive or 
requiem Mass as permitted, or the Mass 
permitted by his own calendar. In the 
latter choice, the Mass will be festive 
and not votive.* 

In secondary semipublic oratories of 
the places mentioned in the rubric 
quoted, the visiting celebrant is not 
bound to follow the local calendar, but 
may use his own calendar. 

Finally, I should mention the privi- 
lege which the law grants to cardinals 
and bishops, even titular, of following 
their own calendar in whatever church 
or oratory they celebrate.® 


*Cf. J. O'Connell, The Celebration of Mass, 
p. 59. 
5 Canons 239. §1. 9° : 349, §1.1°. 
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Decline of the U.S. Congress 


CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN TRADI- 
TION. By James Burnham (Henry 
Regnery Company, Chicago, 1959), 
300 pages. $6.50. 

James Burnham, if not America’s 
leading social scientist, stands very 
close to the summit. Among those of 
his earlier works which have earned 
him a permanent niche in the hall of 
fame are The Managerial Revolution, 
The Struggle for the World, The Com- 
ing Defeat of Communism, and Con- 
tainment or Liberation? Mr. Burnham 
is also an editor of National Review, 
perhaps America’s most important po- 
litical fortnightly. 

Mr. Burnham’s latest book is more 
than a study of Congress. It is a classic 
exposition of the original principles of 
American government. Every student 
of American government should read 
it, for nowhere else will he find so bril- 
liant an analysis of the central fact of 
American political life today: the de- 
cline in prestige and power of the 
United States Congress. Ever since 
1933 there has been a steady and often 
imperceptible shift from legislative to 
executive predominance—in Wilson’s 
terms, from “congressional government” 
to “presidential government.” One of 
the most striking examples is the de- 
cline of the Senate in treaty-making, 
caused by judicial approval of the ex- 
ecutive agreement device, and of the 
Congress generally, due to the fact that 
the President can commit the United 
States to war without its approval. 

“The gigantic managerial state, in- 
tertwined with all facets of the national 
life, has burst all bounds,” writes Mr. 
Burnham. “If Congress ceases to be 
an actively functioning political institu- 


tion, then political liberty in the United 
States will soon come to an end. If 
Congress continues to have and to ex- 
ercise a political function, then there 
will be at least a measure of political 
liberty—a workable minimum, and a 
chance for more.” 

The decline of Congress is a constitu- 
tional revolution of unprecedented pro- 
portions. But although many citizens 
seem to be dimly aware of a diminu- 
tion of political liberty, some feel that 
this is a price worth paying for the wel- 
fare state’s seductive promise of social 
security, full employment, and peace. 

Mr. Burnham concludes his magnifi- 
cent book with these words: 


To keep their political liberty, 
Americans must keep and cherish 
their Congress. The choice of 
liberty, made for us at the nation’s 
beginning by the Founding Fathers, is 
now up for review on the national as 
on the world arena. Is it really true 
that men can learn the value of lib- 
erty only by losing it? 


ANTHONY T. BouscareN, PH.D. 


Copleston’s Fourth Volume 


A History or PHILosopHy, Volume IV 
(Descartes to Leibniz). By Fred- 
erick Copleston, 8.J. (The Newman 
Press, Westminster, Md., 1959), pp. 
xi + 370. $4.50. 


In the present book Father Copleston 
gives us the fourth volume in his monu- 
mental History of Philosophy. A long 
(62 pages) opening chapter discusses 
the relations of modern philosophy with 
medieval and renaissance thought, and 
then goes on to trace in outline the de- 
velopment of modern philosophy from 
Descartes to Kant, the development 
Father Copleston intends to cover in 
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7? erin, Buyow Guide 


FOR CATHOLIC EXECUTIVES 


T he firms listed on these pages are current advertisers in CATHOLIC 
BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE and the HoMILetic AND PasToraL REVIEW. 
They have evidenced definite interest in serving the Catholic institutional 
market in order that you, as executives, may build, furnish, maintain and operate 


your institution at peak economy and efficiency. 


It is to their credit that they 


have recognized the vastness and complexity of the executive responsibilities 
which priests and religious men and women have today. It is for this reason 
that we respectfully commend their products and services to your consideration 
when you are faced with building, renovating or maintenance problems. 


Altar Appointments 
NEW YORK —o SUPPLY CO. HPR 
New York, N. 


Aluminum Windows and 
Curtain Walls 

VALLEY METAL PRODUCTS CBM 
Plainwell, Mich. 


Aadie-Vienat Equipment 
ARGO SLIDE 
New Yok, N. Y. 


Bird Repellant 
NATIONAL BIRD CONTROL LAB. CBM 
Skokie, III 


Bronze Tablets 
INTERNATIONAL BRONZE TABLET 
COMPANY CBM 
New York, N. Y. 


STANDARD Surface Protection 


STANDARD DRY WALL eeeeie ™ 
BM 
New Catle, Pa. 
Bulletin Boards 
oy yy ieee CBM 
UNIVERSAL BULLETIN BOARD CO. HPR 
New York, Y. 


Buses, School 
aad oe Ra y —DODGE DIV. CBM 
etr 
WAYNE Works "DIVISION ae 
WAYNE COR 
Richmond, itis 


Candles, Liturgical 

A. GROSS CANDLE CO., INC. HPR 
Linden, New Jersey 

MUENCH- ae CANDLE CO. HPR 


Syracu . 
WILL BAUMER CANDLE CO. 
Syracuse, N. Y. CBM, HPR 
Candle Burners and 
Accessories 
SUDBURY BRASS GOODS CO. HPR 
GEO. A. FRIEDRICH’S HPR 


rie, Pa. 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO. HPR 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
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Card. Calling 
C. DRAPER CO. HPR 
"ada. Mass. 


Cards, Mass and Prayer 
TICHNOR BROS. 
Boston, Mass. 


Carillons 

PETIT & FRITSEN CBM 
Deerfield, III. 

SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
Sellersville, Pa. CBM, HPR 

1. T. VERDIN CO. CBM 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Chalkboards 
STRUCTURAL SLATE CO. CBM 
Pen Argyl, Pa. 


Clocks ane Program 
System 

STANDARD ELECTRIC TIME CO. CBM 
Springfield, Mass. 


STROMBERG TIME CORP. CBM 
Thomaston, Conn. 

Desks, Steel 

LYON METAL PRODUCTS, INC. CBM 
Aurora, Ill. 


Doors, Fire-Retardant Steel 
AETNA STEEL PRODUCTS CBM 
New York, N. Y. 


Deremery | Furniture 
S. ZIMET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Cushions, Kneelin 
BEN J. SMITH MFG. & SUPPLY CO. 
St. Louis, Mo. CBM, HPR 


Fan, Insect-Repelling 
REYNOLDS ELECTRIC CO. CBM 
River Grove, Ill. 


Filmstrips 
BRIAN PRESS, INC. CBM 
Garden City, N. Y. 


Fire Protection 
MINNEAPOLIS HONEYWELL CO. CBM 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Floor Care 

GENERAL FLOORCRAFT CO. CBM 
Bronx, N. Y. 

HILLYARD CHEMICAL CO. CBM 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

SIMONIZ COMPANY CBM 
Chicago, III. 


Flooring, Hardwood 
JENNISON-WRIGHT CORP., THE CBM 
Toledo, Ohio 


Folding Partitions 

oS av CO. CBM 
ew Y 

NEW CASTLE ‘Probus, INC. CBM 
New Cas Ind. 

RICHARDS- WiLEOX MFG. CO. CBM 
Aurora, Ill. 


Food, Institutional 
JOHN SEXTON & CO. CBM 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Food Service 
BLOOMFIELD INDUSTRIES, INC. CBM 
Chicago, III. 
DUKE MFG. CO. CBM 
St. Louis, Mo. 
GRUNDLER CRUSHER & PULVERIZER 
co. CBM 


St. Louis, Mo. 
UNIVERSAL INDUSTRIES CBM 
Somerville, Mass. 


Fund Raising 
min COUNSELLING Bg” 


THOMAS R FINN & "ASSOC. CBM, HPR 


Kansas City, Mo. 

FOLEY ASSOCIATES, NC. HPR 
Rochester, N. Y. 

LAWSON ASSOCIATES, INC. HPR 
Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

THOMAS E. O’BRIEN & CO. HPR 


Oceanside, N. Y. 


Furnishings, Liturgical 


CHURCH ARTS CO., INC. CBM 
New York, N. Y. 
DAPRATO STUDIOS CBM 
a Ill. 
k, N.Y. 
GUILD HALL STUDIOS HPR 


Paramus, N. J. 





He 
SCH 


He 

E 
DUN 
TITU 








WILLIAM DOIG & SON HPR 
New York, N. Y. 

RAMBUSCH DECORATING CO. HPR 
New York, N. Y. 


Furnishings, Personnel 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS HPR 
Chicago, Ill. 

R. J. TOOMEY CO. HPR 

M. WILE & CO. HPR 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Furniture, Church 
a agg co. HPR 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
Waukesha, Wis. HPR 


Furniture, Institutional 


AMERICAN — co. CBM 
Sheboygan, Wis. 

AMERICAN. SEATING Co. CBM 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

ARLINGTON SEATING = CBM 
Arlington Heights, III 

BRUNSWICK-BALKE-COLLENDER CO. 
Chicago, III. CBM 

CLARIN MFG. CO. CBM 
Chicago, Ill. 

DURHAM MFG. CO. CBM 
Muncie, Ind. 

HEYWOOD-WAKEFIELD CO. CBM 
Gardner, Mass 

HOWE FOLDING FURNITURE, INC. CBM 
New York, N. Y. 

IRWIN SEATING Co. CBM 


Grand Rapids, Mich. 
KREUGER ag aeons CBM 


Green Bay 

LAMINITE P PRODUCTS CORP. CBM 

MIDWEST FOLDING SALES CORP. CBM 
Roselle, Ill. 

MONROE CO., INC. CBM, HPR 
Colfax, lowa 

SCHOOLCO, INC. CBM 
Bellwood, III. 

SHELBY WILLIAMS MFG. CO. CBM 
Chicago, Ill. 

SCHWAYDER —" CBM 
Detroit, Mich. 

SMITH SYSTEM MFG. CO. CBM 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

VIRCO MFG. CO. CBM 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


Gymnasium Seatin 
FRED MEDART PRODUCTS, INC. CBM 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Gypsum Construction 
Products 

U. S. GYPSUM CBM 
Chicago, III. 


Hand-Drying Machines 
CHICAGO HARDWARE FOUNDRY CO. 
North Chicago, Ill. CBM 


Health Supplies, School 
SCHOOL HEALTH SUPPLY CO. CBM 
Forest Park, Ill. 


— and Cooling 


Equl ment 
DUNHAM-BUSH, INC. CBM 
New ‘Hartford, Conn. 
TITUSVILLE IRON WORKS CBM 
Titusville, Pa. 





Incense 
G. BOZYK MFG. CO. CBM 
New York, N. Y. 


incinerators 

THE ALSTO . CBM 
Clevelan 

J. W. FISKE MARCHITECTURAL ——., 
Paterson, N. J 


Institutional Supplies 


— fn ag ~ Rigg CBM 
Angel 
AMERICAN HYGIENIC CORP. CBM 
Chicago, | 
C. B. DOLGE C0. CBM 
Westport, Conn. 
m —_ : Co. CBM 


—, E ‘ASSOCIATES, NC. CBM 
cago, 
— INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS A. 


Ill. 
VINCE 3. “han Co. CoM 
Chicago, 
SANGAMON MILLS HPR 
Cohoes, N. Y. 


Instruction, Theological 
ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY HPR 
Jamaica, N. Y. 


Insurance 
MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY 
UNION HPR 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


Investment 
INVESTORS LISTING—CATHOLIC LAITY 
DIVISI od HPR 


New Yor 
S.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES HPR 
Chicago, II 


Key Drawer 
CUSHMAN & DENISON MFG. CO. HPR 
Carlstadt, N. J. 


Kneeling Cushions 
BEN J. SMITH MFG. & SUPPLY CO. 
St. Louis, Mo. CBM, HPR 


Librory Shelving 
DE LUXE METAL FURNITURE CO. CBM 
Warren, Pa. 


Lighting Supplies 
DAY. BRITE LIGHTING CO. CBM 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Marble Cleanser 
a MARBLE a 


IN 
Brooklyn 37, N. Y. 


Milk Dispensers 
NORRIS DISPENSERS, INC. CBM 
Minneapolis 8, Minn. 


Organ, Electronic 
HAMMOND ORGAN CO. 
Chicago, III. 


CBM, HPR 


Orges. Pipe 
M. P. MOLLER, INC. HPR 
Hagerstown, Md. 


The Homiletic and Pastoral Review 


and Catholic Building and Maintenance 


Parish Rack Service 
NATIONAL CATHOLIC READING DIS- 
TRIBUTORS HPR 
New York, N. Y 


Plaque. Donor; Misc. Plates 
ZAX CORP. CBM 
Nashua, N. H. 


eygreue Equipment 
AMERICAN PLAYGROUND DEVICE CO. 
Anderson, Ind. CBM 


Plumbing Fixtures 
BRIGGS MFG. CO. CBM 
Warren, Mich. 


Publishers 

D. FARRELL CO. HPR 
Chicago, Ill. 

THE NEWMAN PRESS HPR 
Westminster, Md. 

— a PELAUM, PUBLISHERS 


Dayton, Ohio 
JOSEPH F WAGNER, INC. HPR 
New York, N. Y. 


Roof Decks 
INSULROCK CO. CBM 
East Rutherford, N. J. 


Shades, Room-Darkening 
OLIVER C. STEELE MFG. CO. CBM 
Spiceland, Ind. 


Stair Treads 
WOOSTER PRODUCTS, INC. CBM 
Wooster, Ohio 


Stationery Supplies 
STICK-TACK CO. CBM 
Boston, Mass. 


Vacuum System, Central 
SPENCER TURBINE CO. CBM 
Hartford 6, Conn. 


Valves, Flush 
SLOAN VALVE CO. CBM 


Vessels, Sacred 

(HPR lists monthly those firms with 
Episcopal authorization to handle 
sacred vessels and repair them.) 


Vestments, Liturgical 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS HPR 
Chicago, III. 

R. J. TOOMEY HPR 

Wardrobes 

A. R. NELSON CO., THE CBM 


Long Island City, N. Y. 


Waste Recegtoctos 
F. H. LAWSON C CBM 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Windows, Church 

ma ie co. HPR 
roo 

CONRAD StuMirT "STUDIOS HPR 


Milwaukee, Wis. 


are publications of Joseph F. Wagner, Ine. 


53 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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the present volume and the two follow- 
ing volumes of his complete work. The 
volumes to follow this will be entitled 
Hobbes to Hume (Vol. V) and Wolff to 
Kant (Vol. VI). The introductory 
chapter of Volume IV is intended to 
serve the reader as a general orienta- 
tion for the three volumes. There fol- 
low five chapters on Descartes, one 
chapter each on Pascal, Cartesianism, 
and Malebranche, five chapters on 
Spinoza, and four chapters on Liebniz. 

The author sets forth the views of 
these philosophers with copious refer- 
ences, weaving many quotations from 
the originals into his text so that each 
philosopher treated has frequent oppor- 
tunity to speak for himself. Father 
Copleston is never hurried or impatient 
with his subject. There is no striving 
for rhetorical effects. The result is a 
text that moves just a bit slowly at 
times, but is always satisfyingly com- 
plete, fair and clear. One does not ask 
more in a history; and one is grateful 
for such qualities in Father Copleston’s 
work, 

The longer treatments of Descartes, 
Spinoza and Leibniz are careful. bal- 
anced, detailed developments of the 
thought of these three great rationalists, 
and they are shown in their historical 
setting with their doctrinal antecedents 
and subsequent influences clearly set 
forth. The single chapters on Pascal 
and Malebranche are also eminently 
satisfying. The treatment of Pascal is 
perceptive and sympathetic, while re- 
maining critical and objective. Father 
Copleston resists the temptation to 
classify Pascal in some easy category, 
such as sentimentalism or fideism. In- 
stead, he takes the trouble to study care- 
fully Paseal’s intentions and his true 
meaning, thereby doing justice to Pas- 
eal’s importance as a Christian apolo- 
gist, and throwing light upon his posi- 


1140 


tion as a Christian “existentialist.” The 
chapter on Malebranche presents an ex- 
cellent brief summary of the teachings 
of the great Oratorian, drawing particu- 
lar attention to the medieval influences 
which colored his Cartesian tendencies. 

The value of the book is enhanced 
by a fourteen-page bibliography and 
a twenty-four-page index. 

This book needs no recommendation 
to students of philosophy who recog- 
nize in Father Copleston’s History the 
most distinguished work of its kind 
from a Catholie source in English. The 
reviewer would warmly recommend the 
book, however, to the general reader 
who wishes to make a close study of the 
thought of these founders of modern 
philosophy under the guidance of a most 
thoroughgoing scholar who also has the 
happy ability of being able to present 
dificult matter with a maximum of 
straightforwardness and clarity. 


OweEN BENNETT, O.F.M.Conv. 


Chamberlin’s Evolution 


THE EvoLuTION OF A CONSERVATIVE. 
By William Henry Chamberlin 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, Illinois, 
1959), 295 pages. $4.50. 

To The New Leader, a Trotskyite, 
Menshevik publication emanating from 
the Rand _ School-Columbia-ILGWU 
milieu, William Henry Chamberlin con- 
tributes that twenty per cent of con- 
servatism usually to be found. That 
formula is obviously followed by this 
publication of the American Labor Con- 
ference on International Affairs, Ine. 
(tax-exempt). Mr. Chamberlin was 
correspondent in Russia for The Chris- 
tian Science Monitor for twelve years. 
On his return to America he lost this 
employment for the given reason that he 
was not a Christian Scientist; he was, 
by that time, a non-communist. In this 
comprehensive statement of his present 
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views, he fails to discuss New Leader, 
although he complains of the leftward 
twist in Atlantic Monthly. This may 
be explained by the fact that the New 
Leader is honestly Socialist; of course, 
it is secularist and statist. 

The touchstone of conservatism is an- 
ti-socialism; mere anti-Stalinism (anti- 
Khrushchevism) is not enough; it is 
even dangerous because part of the us- 
age of terror is to make secularism 
grateful. This “secularism” 
sponds with that “mitigated socialism” 
which Pius XI described and con- 
demned in Quadragesimo Anno and 
which Pius XII, in the Christmas Mes- 
sages, allocutions on social science, and 
Humani Generis, fought at its roots in 
false philosophies. The Evolution of a 
Conservative is a very satisfactory 
book, a compendium of conservative 
principles. The fact that there has 
been an “evolution” suggests that the 
profounder basis of these principles may 
one day be discovered by the author— 
else, traditionalism and mere histori- 
cism may arrest evolution. Chamberlin 
brings into focus most valuable agree- 
ments: Jacobinism is not Christian— 
or American—democracy ; the right use 
of liberty—as Burke described it—is 
not Liberalism; individuals and their 
societies are—as Pius XII and nine- 
teenth-century political thinkers put it 
—older than the State; present day so- 
cialism is, physically, a failure which 
is now attempting to hinge right public 
action or wrong philosophical reasoning. 
Even if socialist positivism produced 
marble halls and cultured leisure and 
fruited plenty, it would still be wrong. 


corre- 


The reader can match Chamberlin’s 
indictment of the Leviathan State with 
Pius XII’s and his conception of liberty 
with Leo XIII’s. 
tests, in international ordering, mechan- 


The conservative de- 


ical unitarism; in interstate ordering, 





“...one of the great works of the 
modern Biblical revival.” The Critic 


THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH 
TO THE BIBLE 


By Dom Celestin Charlier 
Translated by Hubert J. Richards and Brendan 
Peters 


“This extraordinary book. . .goes over the 
ground usually traversed by Scripture manuals 
but in a style and method not attempted 
before. All the musty terminology of the 
textbook is avoided. Nevertheless, theology, 


and 


archeology in everyday language are inter- 


psychology, ethnology, paleography, 
woven to delight the dazzled reader as he 
stands before the mighty ‘canves’ of the 


Bible.’’— Worship 











“It would not be easy to name a book more 
deserving of translation than Dom Celestin’s. . . 
[It is] certainly one of the great works of the 
modern Biblical revival. . . .lt manages to look 
utterly unlike a text book, yet tor the readers 
it envisages it provides everything they would 
be inclined to look for in a manual of intro- 
duction. For the bold, for those who prefer 
to be challenged rether than coaxed, this is 


the book.’’—The Critic 











“This 


enlivened with sparkling comments. 


clear—is 
The 


book opens many new vistas, gives stimulating 


presentation—concise but 


suggestions for further study, and outlines 
proper approaches for solving current prob- 
lems. Of special interest for most readers 
will be the section on the ‘themes’ of the 
Bibie and on the comparison of the written 


word with the Holy Eucharist.’"-—America 


298 pages $4.00 
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WAXSAVERS 


TRADE MARK 


Take a sample candle to 
your dealer and have him 
properly fit it to this dur- 
able; attractive, polished 
brass candle-saving can- 
dleburner. 





















BANQUET 


[_m Mone FOLDING 
= TABLES 







Buy Direct from 
Manufacturer 


NOW, Monroe Folding Banquet Tables, at 
no extra cost, are offered with new- -processed 
tops, highly resistant to most serving hazards. 
Write for catalog, direct prices and discounts 
to churches, schools, clubs, lodges, etc. 


Monroe Co., 52, Church St., Colfax, lowa 











MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 


OVER 1,500,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
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TVA’s; the introduction of “the politi- 
cal” by either state or national gov- 
ernment into schools, medicine, profes- 
sional associations. He deplores, in in- 
ternational relations, the confusion of 
law and national security (perpendicu- 
lar) with welfarism and charity which 
should be the province of individuals 
and free associations (horizontal). He 
decries the use of treaty agreements for 
municipal regulation; he does not con- 
fuse “United Nations” with the human- 
itarian groups that adhere (presently) 
in ECOSOC and he knows the UN is a 
treaty organization without a basic Law 
(Asiatic? Western? Civil? Common? 
—certainly not Natural Law), trying 
to be more than it dares to define while 
being nothing but a war council of al- 
lies no longer allied. 

It was said above that the touchstone 
of conservatism is anti-socialism. That 
is true because the real conservative in- 
sists in his every waking thought that 
Society and societies must be the out- 
growth of dynamic and imaginative 
charity, the theological virtue, plus the 
“fruit” of the Holy Spirit. Of course, 
when the State and positive law pre- 
empt the field where the writ of charity 
should run, new institutions and famil- 
ial orderings devised by a loving, crea- 
tive imagination are frustrated and 
made sterile. Chamberlin grapples with 
these concepts in the chapters, “Con- 


servatism: Shield of Liberty” and 
“Conceived in Liberty: The American 
Idea.”’ 


It is a pity he comes no nearer the 
Augustinian idea of a true republic—a 
people united in the pursuit of justice 
than the “moderate” Marcus Aurelius. 
Because the polytheism of the Romans 
did not allow them to find justice in the 
true God, St. Augustine conceded that a 
republic might be constituted by people 
forming a community in pursuit of 
something they loved—the quality of 
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the thing loved would determine the 
quality of their culture. The American 
“thing” is well delineated by Chamber- 
lin, so conservatives may place him 
among their best friends and his state- 
ments on the present problems serenely 
beside de Toqueville, Burke, and Mar- 
cus Aurelius Antoninus. 

If Chamberlin could re-open that 
closed drawer labeled “Beethoven ver- 
sus Hindemith,” he could perhaps dis- 
cover by analogy, the infinite possibili- 
ties yet to be discovered in charity-pres- 
sured imagination. After all, the mate- 
rials of art determine its message only 
insofar as the choice of them by the ar- 
tist expresses what is to be communi- 
cated. There will be art when there 
will be men to express not the enjoy- 
ment of the Divine, but the quest of It. 
If conservatives can learn to see the 
Word at work in the world and in them- 
selves, they can discover social and 
familial orderings legitimate outgrowths 
of old truths as free of statism and Levi- 
athan as the Ninth Symphony is free of 
the guildism of Hans Sachs. 

Most Americans should enjoy this 
reasoned and well-written statement of 
conservative views, but they must not 
stop with this. Theirs is not the free- 
dom to be at peace with a world that is 
a house divided against itself. Theirs is 
the liberty to work like demons to re- 
establish once-loved truths we have lost 
sight of and the justice we have ceased 
to pursue, “Conservative” and “Lib- 
eral” are adjectives; they signify noth- 
ing substantive; they cannot form the 
basis of political parties. Democracy, 
too, is method and procedure, not a sub- 
stantive thing. The State is the symbol 
and repository of the authority of God 
—from the awful presence the individ- 
ual is protected by family, free associa- 
tions, and property rights (in the realm 
of “surplus” wealth the writ of inexor- 
able charity runs)-—Society is not 
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State. The family, private property 
and the State are the bases of Society; 
families, familial orderings (such as “a 
college community” which should em- 
brace everyone from the president to 
the maintenance man), and professional 
groups should not neglect or surrender 
to the State those things they can do for 
themselves. 

The re-learning and application of 
these principles are part of the evolution 
of conservatism. And as Pius XII said 
to the advocates of “world government,’ 
we must learn again the laws of war 
and peace. It is the function of evolu- 
tionary conservatism to preserve the in- 
dividuation of the nations, to study the 


real needs of real men, and separate 
these from “cases” that are used to 
propagandize for statism. Standing 
firmly on reality, the evolving conserva- 
tive exercises gloriously a faith-inspired 
imagination. 

M. McCarran 
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undertook the considerable task of pre- 
paring the English translation of the 
150 volumes. Volumes 60 to 73 of this 
Encyclopedia are dedicated to the study 
of “The Word of God.” Biblical Criti- 
cism is the translation of the 63rd vol- 
ume of this series. The original French 
title, La Critique devant la Bible, how- 
ever, shows better than the English Bib- 
lical Criticism that it is not the Bible 
which is brought before the judgment- 
seat of Criticism, but it is Criticism 
which approaches the Bible respectfully 
in order to know with greater accuracy 
what God had to say. 

J. R. Foster was entrusted with the 
preparation of the English translation 
of the present volume and he accom- 
plished a fine work. He put the lengthy 
and often rhetorical French sentences 
into readable and clear English. At 
times he added footnotes to explain 
terms and names less intelligible to the 
average reader; thus he explains 
“halachie” (p. 33), ‘“Victorines” (p. 35), 
“Caraites” (p. 44), “M. Homais” (p. 
53), “Amarna tablets” (p. 59). On two 
occasions he added a paragraph in the 
text to complete the original exposi- 
tion; one such addition is the descrip- 
tion of “Higher and Lower Criticism” 
(p. 11), and the other addition describes 
the impact of Modernism outside 
France (p. 63). The translator also 
adapted the Bibliography of the French 
edition to English readers and enlarged 
it very appropriately. 

A few minor inaccuracies might be 
pointed out. The usual spelling is 
“haggadic” and “haggadah,” not “ag- 
gadic” (p. 33). From a footnote on the 
same page one could get the wrong no- 
that 
with “haggadiec.” A footnote on page 43 
seems to indicate that A. Harnack’s 
Das Wesen des Christentums appeared 


tion “midrashie” is synonymous 


first in English. 
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Since this book treats a vast subject, 
yet had to be limited to a certain num- 
ber of pages within the framework of 
the Encyclopedia, it is to be expected 
that one may not find a detailed exposi- 
tion of all the problems and endeavors 
to solve the difficulties. The book gives 
us rather a set of foregone conclusions 
and propositions, presented often in 
such a way that one does not suspect all 
the difficulties involved. This book, 
however, does not wish to be more than 
an introduction to the complex question 
of Biblical Criticism; and it certainly 
fulfills this objective. 

The author, Jean Steinmann, is vicar 
of the Parish of Notre Dame in Paris. 
He was born in Belfort, France, on April 
1, 1911, and was graduated from the 
University of Paris. He is the author 
of more than a dozen books on biblical 
subjects; he is, therefore, more than 
qualified to write on Biblical Criticism. 

In Part One the author introduces us 
to the problem of Biblical Criticism. 
The original texts of the Bible were in- 
spired, down to their actual wording, by 
the Holy Spirit. But these original 
texts have become lost and all that is 
available now are editions made from 
manuscripts which were produced by 
copyists during the course of three thou- 
sand or more years. It is to be expected 
that copyists’ mistakes and additions or 
glosses disfigured the text. The Bible. 
moreover, though inspired by God, re- 
mains a human work; we therefore find 
in the Bible limitations and style. Al! 
these factors demand not only textual, 
but also literary and historical criticism. 
The purpose of all criticism is to restore 
the text to its primitive purity and to 
determine exactly what the inspired 
writer had in mind and what the im- 
port of his statements was. To perform 
such criticism may scandalize only the 
ignorant, for the Church, especially in 
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recent years, preaches and encourages 
such Biblical Criticism which respects 
faith and historical science. In broad 
outlines the author traces the history of 
Biblical Criticism from Origen and St. 
Jerome to Fr. Lagrange and the Bibli- 
cal School of Jerusalem. In this con- 
text he speaks of the Massoretes, Mai- 
monides, the Middle Ages, of Renais- 
sance and Reformation, of Richard 
Simon and Jean Astruc, Pascal and 
Spinoza, the Eighteenth Century, Renan 
and Loisy. 

Steinmann gives us the present state 
of Biblical Criticism in Part Two. 
Textual, literary and historical Criti- 
cism are applied to the various books of 
the Old and New Testament. Re- 
peatedly he stresses that criticism does 
not aim at casting doubt on the fact that 
God speaks infallibly in Scripture, but 
simply at ridding the reader of the false 
ideas which he thought he found in the 
Bible. Criticism wants to make the 
reader receptive to the word of God and 
to prevent him from substituting his 
own prejudices for this word. The au- 
thor also warns us lest we confuse criti- 
eism with all the assertions of the 
scholars who practice the art. We must 
not allow ourselves to be too easily cap- 
tivated by the latest fashions in criti- 
cism. With an affirmation of the tri- 
umph of criticism the author concludes: 
“It is not an accident that the Church’s 
approval of criticism has produced the 
most astonishing advance in biblical 
studies ever known, an advance that is 
probably a prelude to a wonderful re- 
newal of interest in the Bible.” 

Fipetis Buck, S.J. 


Vocation’s Fire 
Stir UP THE Fire. By Ludwig Weikl, 
S.J. (The Bruce Publishing Com- 
pany, Milwaukee, 1959), xviii + 233 
pp. $4.50. 


St. Paul wrote to Timothy: “I ad- 
monish thee to stir up the grace of God 
which is in thee .” (2 Tim. 1, 6). 
These words of the great Apostle sug- 
gested to Father Weik] the title for this 
present book, a collection of considera- 
tions on the priesthood. For “in one 
the grace of ordination may be a faint 
spark,” writes the author, “in another 
a friendly fire, in a third a conflagra- 
tion” (p. 231). In every case each 
priest must strive to “stir up the fire” 
of his priestly vocation. 

This work is a translation from the 
German Entfache die Glut. Isabel and 
Florence McHugh prepared the excel- 
lent English translation. The matter is 
proposed in the form of “considera- 
tions.” A consideration, according to 
the author, is essentially an instruction 
rather than an exhortation, and is ad- 
dressed primarily to the understanding 
and via this to the will to the ordering 
of one’s life. In other words, a consid- 
eration does not address itself so di- 
rectly to the heart as does the “medita- 
tive method of the Ignatian contempla- 
tion.” Holy Scripture is the author’s 
principal guide and inspiration for these 
considerations; in second place, the 
Canon Law and liturgical texts, es- 
pecially texts taken from the ordination 
liturgy. 

Part One shows us “The Essential 
Character of the Sacred Priesthood.” 
The first three considerations deal with 
the priesthood as the object of human 
yearning and divine promise. The fol- 
lowing considerations tell us of “The 
Priesthood of Jesus Christ” and of the 
Catholic priesthood as a participation 
of Christ’s priestly character. Part 
Two studies “The Mission of the Holy 
Priesthood.” The considerations of 
this part have been conceived with the 
purpose of awakening and fostering in 
the priests the dispositions suitable to 
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the various priestly functions, the 
preaching of the word of God, the ad- 
ministration of the Sacraments, the cel- 
ebration of the Most Holy Eucharist, 
and the fulfillment of all other pastoral 
duties. Part Three outlines “The 
Equipment of the Catholic Priesthood.” 
The first considerations, entitled ‘The 
Seven Orders,” describe how the Church 
equips the cleric, step by step, by means 
of the seven consecrations, for his serv- 
ice as minister of the High Priest Jesus 
Christ. The other considerations, under 
the heading of “The Priestly Spirit,” 
stress the fact that the priest requires, 
over and above, an inner disposition 
which impels him to use the powers he 
has received wisely and zealously for 
the salvation of souls, in accordance 
with the will of God. Part Four con- 
siders the blessings which flow from the 
priesthood for the world and _ the 
Church, as well as for the priest him- 
self. Part Five, comprising the 76th 
to the 79th consideration, considers the 
Catholie priesthood in relation to the 
Holy Trinity. At the end of each con- 
sideration a Scripture reading is recom- 
mended; some references invite the 
reading of certain liturgical texts and 
of passages from the Imitation of Christ. 

The study of these considerations will 
help, no doubt, to “stir up the fire which 
was lit in our souls by the hand of the 
bishop on the day of our ordination.” 
There is, however, one weakness inher- 
ent in this work, a weakness suggested 
by the very words of the author: “The 
author hears the Spirit of God speaking 
of the priesthood in many texts of the 
Scriptures which present-day exegetes 
consider they must explain less defi- 
nitely than he does” (p. viii). And 
throughout the work there is frequent 
usage made of Scripture accommoda- 
tions which is not always bad, often not 
very good either. Fipeiis Buck, S.J. 
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Latest Fortescue-O’ Connell 


THE CEREMONIES OF THE ROMAN RITE 
Descrisep. By Adrian Fortescue 
and J. B. O’Connell (The Newman 
Press, Westminster, Md., 1959), pp. 
428. $7.50. 


There’s an old bromide that runs: 
“What is valuable is not new, and what 
is new is not valuable.” It cannot be 
applied to the most recent (the tenth) 
edition of this standard manual of 
Catholic rites and ceremonies, which 
contains all the most recent changes in 
the liturgy, including those called for 
by De musica sacra. Further, Father 
Frederick R. McManus, who teaches 
liturgy at The Catholic University, has 
added a valuable appendix on the cere- 
monies proper.to the U.S. 

Among the more excellent qualities 
of this familiar book is its combining 
real clarity without excessive detail or 
relatively useless erudite excursions. In 
its original edition, Cardinal Bourne 
had written that a practical book of 
ceremonial should be accurate, com- 
plete, simple, and up-to-date. He 
would be satisfied with this. 

It would be too space-taking to list 
all the contents of the volume. The 
major division is by parts: I General 
Principles; II The Holy Sacrifice; III 
Evening Services; IV The Liturgical 
Year; V Occasional Functions. The 
two appendices are: The Installation 
of a New Parish Priest; The Ceremo- 
nies of the Ritual in the United States 
of America. Many matters are covered 
that aren’t perhaps found readily else- 
where, v.g., what is to be done for a 
bishop’s canonical visitation; preparing 
for Confirmation; reconciliation of a 
dying non-Catholic; the funeral of in- 
fants. 

Bibliography and index, with detailed 
table of contents, round out this work. 
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The type is newly reset for this new 
edition. 
Arpan M. Carr, O.F.M. Conv. 


A Word on Recent Publications 


The New St. Basil Hymnal. Edited 
by the Basilian Fathers. This is not, 
say the editors, a mere revision. It is 
a new work, compiled to conform with 
the norms outlined in Musicae Sacrae 
Disciplina by Pius XII. Gregorian 
melodies predominate. Some _ tunes 
have been adapted from the national 
songs of other peoples. A few con- 
temporary compositions have been in- 
cluded. The prominence of Edw. Cas- 
well (d. 1878) and Father Faber (d. 
1863) among the translators waylays 
any fear of a complete break with the 
past. Ralph Jusko Publications, Inc., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Guide for Religious Administrators. 
By Paul Hoffer, S.M. The author, the 
Superior General of the Marianists, in- 
tended this work exclusively for su- 
periors of his own congregation. The 
welcome it received from the few out- 
siders privileged to get a copy prompted 
him to disseminate the work more 
widely. Though many of the observa- 
tions are elementary, others are obvi- 
ously the fruit of long experience and 
deep insight. A practical book for 
practical men. The Bruce Publishing 
Co., Milwaukee, Wis., 171 pp. $3.50. 

B.L.M. 


The Twentieth Century Encyclo- 
pedia of Catholicism. Three more vol- 
umes of this by-now-familiar series are 
available. They are: 1) The Papacy 
by Wladimir D’Ormesson. The author 
is a former French ambassador to the 
Vatican. This is essentially a concise 
history of the papacy, but Count 
D’Ormesson uses this approach as a 
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frame for an examination of the nature 
of the office and its importance to the 
world. 142 pp. 2) Psychical Phenomena 
by Reginald Omez, O.P. A studv of the 
relationship between certain occult oc- 
currences, lumped in the term “para- 
psychology,” and Catholic teachings. 
Interesting and informative. 144 pp. 
3) What is the Trinity? by Bernard 
Piault. The history of the dogma, to- 
gether with considerable attention to 
the biblical sources and the heresies of 
the early centuries. 156 pp. The vol- 
umes in this series are priced at $2.95 
(less by the set) each, and are available 
through Hawthorn Books, New York. 


All For the King’s Delight. By Fer- 
dinand Valentine, O.P. Of particular 
interest to religious sisters and to those 
who give them retreats. The book deals 
with the meaning of the vow of chas- 
tity in relation to vocation and to the 
implications of the virtue for commun- 
ity life. Pays special attention to the 
obligations of that vow in specific fields 
of activity: nursing; teaching; ete. 
The Newman Press, Westminster, 
Maryland, 280 pp., $4.00. 


The Parables of Jesus. By Francis 
L. Filas, 8.J.. This is a weleome addi- 
tion to anyone’s library who is looking 
for a simple and usable treatment of 
the parables of Christ. Each of the 
seventy parables is explained in a down- 
to-earth and non-technical manner 
which makes the book good for sermon 
material and for mere enjoyable read- 
ing with, of course, spiritual applica- 
tion. The Macmillan Co., New York, 
172 pp., $3.75. 


Saint Vincent de Paul. By M. V. 
Woodgate. The author is a distin- 
guished biographer whose present vol- 
ume copies the excellence of her previ- 
ous ones. The book has the virtue of 




















BOOK REVIEWS 


compactness and is written in a lucid 
style that recreates the turbulent world 
in which St. Vincent achieved his sanc- 
tity and laid the foundations for cen- 
turies ahead. Genuinely interesting 
reading. The Newman Press, Westmin- 
ster, Maryland, 136 pp., $2.75. 


Your Other Self. By Canon Jean 
Vieujean. Discourses, simple and di- 
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Cardinal Ruffini’s Classic Work—in English! 


The Theory of Evolution 
Judged By 
Reason and Faith 


By Ernesto Cardinal Ruffini 


Translated by Rev. Francis O’Hanlon 
Foreword by the Most Rev. Thomas A. Boland 
Introduction by Rt. Rev. Msgr. John E. Steinmueller 


Cardinal Ruffini’s recognized 
classic, La Teoria della Evoluzione 
secondo la Scienza e la Fede, is famous 
among studentsof science, philosophy, 
history, theology and Scripture not 
only for the depth and breadth of its 
wisdom and for the unusual thorough- 
ness of its treatment, but probably 
more so for the unusual clarity and 
simplicity of its writing. Certainly 
this is why His Eminence is revered 
by his former students—priests and 
bishops laboring in all quarters of the 
world—as a great and kindly teacher. 





To make the profound seem profound leads to discouragement; to make the pro- 
found enjoyably understood—this is kindness and greatness. And Cardinal Ernesto 
Ruffini’s Theory of Evolution Judged by Reason and Faith, one of his most important 
teaching accomplishments, is now available to all priests and students of the English- 
speaking world. 


In Theory of Evolution Judged by Reason and Faith Cardinal Ruffini addresses 
himself to the subjects of Darwinian evolution and, with greater emphasis, to its miti- 
gated form of transformism—the evolution of the human body, not of the human soul. 
Against both positions His Eminence arrays the findings of science (paleontology, em- 
bryology, anatomy, physiology, parasitism, genetics, etc.), the teachings of the 
Scholastics and the Fathers of the Church, and (most significantly, since he is 
Cardinal member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission) the authority of Scripture 
scholars. This work, more convincingly and more thoroughly than any other, makes 
sharply clear the mind of the Roman Catholic Church on the two subjects under 
analysis. 


It goes without saying, from the recommendation of both authorship and content 
of Theory of Evolution Judged by Reason and Faith, that this work belongs to every 
Catholic student in the English-speaking world, whether that student of the mind of 
the Church be professor-emeritus on a seminary faculty or the young seminarian whom 
he inspires, whether it be the parish priest or his young parishioners at college. 


Price $3.95 


JosepH F. WaGner, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 
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DITORIAL © 
Courts vs. Law 


te Chatterley’s Lover is rocketing to the top of best-seller lists 
throughout the land of the free and the home of the brave. We'll take Postmaster 
General Summerfield’s word that it’s lascivious. “It is replete with descriptions 
in minute detail of sexual acts,” he declared in banning the book from the mails. 
“These descriptions,” he added, “utilize filthy, offensive and degrading words and 
terms. Any literary merit the book may have is far outweighed by the pornog- 
raphy and smutty passages and words.” Federal Judge Frederick Bryan re- 
cently lifted the ban. 

We're not concerned here about the meretricious “classic” of D. H. Lawrence 
nor whether it should be delivered by Uncle Sam’s postmen. What disturbs us 
is the shocking lack of sound legal philosophy underlying Judge Bryan’s opinion. 
This same indifference to the role of natural law in our common law tradition was 
apparent in the Supreme Court’s overruling of New York State’s prohibition 
against the film based on the book. The land’s highest court decided that this 
idea may legally be advocated: Adultery is an acceptable pattern of behavior. 

Here is the core of the federal courts’ attitude, so stated by Judge Bryan: 
“It is essential to the maintenance of a free society that the severest restrictions 
be placed upon restraints which may tend to prevent the dissemination of ideas.” 
The trick word is “ideas.” 

Anyone interested in preserving the fabric of Western Christian society is 
deeply convinced that ideas in keeping with the goals of our society have a con- 
stitutional right to be advocated. Further, there are other ideas, not so clearly in 
accordance with those goals, which may be freely disseminated until it becomes 
legally evident that these ideas are somehow inimical to natural rights or guaran- 
teed civil liberties. But ideas which are per se opposed to the natural law are 
devoid of any right to be advocated. 

There’s a fatal blindness in liberalism which fails to see that the basis of all 
human law, constitutional or otherwise, is the right of God to man’s obedience. 
Law and its application must be moral. One dreadful consequence of denying 
the validity of natural law and the force of divine claims in human affairs is this: 
the denial plays directly into the hands of those who establish the interests of 
human government as the supreme morality. 

We suggest to the honorable justices two texts for meditation. One from 
the Communist Manifesto: “Law, morality, religion are so many bourgeois prej- 
udices, behind which lurk in ambush just as many bourgeois interests.” The 
other from Blackstone, juridical father of American courts by reason of his com- 
mentaries on the English common law: “Man, considered as a creature, must 
necessarily be subject to the laws of his Creator, for he is 
entirely a dependent being. This law of nature is binding 
over all the globe in all countries, and at all times.” 

Or have the federal courts, at last, found the natural 
law to be unconstitutional? 


AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv. 
Associate Editor 





NEED MONEY 
FOR A SCHOOL? 


The Oldest Parish 
in the United States 
Did! .. 









Here’s What 
Happened... 


THE ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA, STORY 


Like many other parishes faced with seemingly insurmountable ‘‘money"’ problems, Cathe- 
dral Parish, St. Augustine, Florida, oldest in the United States, sought the professional coun- 
sel of Foley Associates. This national Catholic fund-raising organization has an impressive 
record of successful campaigns in Florida as elsewhere throughout the country. 


THE PROBLEM: How much money could be raised under these conditions? 


l. Immediate need for 12 classrooms. 
2. Basic source of income: tourists. 
3. Parish indebtedness already existing. 


Based on their fact-finding survey, Foley Associates determined that a goal of $250,000 would 
be realistic. They were engaged to conduct the campaign. 


THE RESULT: $260,000 pledged, at the remarkably low fee of less than 2.2% of money 
raised. 


This outstandingly successful campaign in the historic parish of St. Augustine is a tribute 
to the inspiring leadership of the archbishop, His Excellency, the Most Rev. Joseph P. Hurley, 
bishop of St. Augustine; to the zeal of its dedicated pastor and diocesan chancellor, Very 
Rev. Msgr. John P. Burns, J. C. L., and to the loyalty of its devoted parishioners. 

Foley Associates were honored in their selection to conduct the campaign. They take 
pride in having provided professional assistance in its successful prosecution. 

Whether your project involves $50,000 or $1,500,000, Foley Associates have a Plan of Cam- 
paign that virtually assures success, results in a more unified parish, and provides a unique 
Follow-Up Plan for maximum cash realization at the end of the payment period. 

Whatever your fund-raising problem, let us discuss it with you. Write Dept. H1, Foley 
Associates, Professional Building, 45 Chestnut Street, Rochester 4, N. Y. 
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Mere technical compliance with the 
Canon is not enough. The Clergy and 
Religious know that other considera- 
tions qualify Will & Baumer Beeswax 
candles as appropriate symbols to rep- 
resent eternal truths, piety and devo- 
tions... 











SYMBOLICALLY APPROPRIATE . . . the correct bal- 
ance is maintained between wax, wick and flame 
to form the perfect symbol. The wax is fed to 


the wick slowly and steadily, causing them to 
burn quietly, cleanly and evenly. 


PURITY OF PRODUCT . . . only the finest grade vir- 
gin beeswax, selected from world-wide markets, 
tested for purity and refined to eliminate any 
trace of dross. 


CRAFTSMANSHIP ... by master chandlers, who 
have ever in mind the sacred purpose for which 
these candles are intended. 


MANUFACTURING INTEGRITY AND SERVICE... 
proven by Will & Baumer’s more than 100 years 
of making beeswax candles for the Catholic 
Church . . . and by a skilled organization of 
service personnel and dealers conveniently 
located to provide the ultimate in product ful- 
fillment. 





